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PERSPECTIVE 


As  the  world  around  us  struggles 
with  economic  woes,  we  at  Lenoir-Rhyne 
University  have  maintained  a  constant 
vigil  to  ensure  that  we  are  aware  of  the 
potential  impact  on  our  students,  faculty 
and  staff,  as  well  as  the  university  as  a 
whole.  Our  main  goal  is  to  protect  and 
assist  those  affiliated  with  L-R  while  at 
the  same  time  to  devise  new  approaches 
to  enhancing  our  mission. 

To  address  the  impact  of  the  current 
recession  on  Lenoir-Rhyne,  we  have 
been  in  constant  conversation  with  our 
colleagues  around  the  country.  All  are  in 
agreement  that  the  economic  environment 
will  have  an  impact  on  higher  education 
and  especially  the  students  who  seek 
the  special  kind  of  education  offered 
by  L-R.  In  designing  our  strategies,  it  is 
important  that  we  are  fully  aware  of  our 
own  strengths  and  weaknesses. 

As  the  recession  hit  us,  we  were 
fortunate  that  our  financial  standing  had 
been  very  strong  for  a  number  of  years 
with  significant  growth  in  our  endowment, 
annual  surpluses  in  operating  budgets, 
and  increasing  revenue  streams.  We 
used  the  available  funds  to  invest  back 
in  our  faculty  and  staff  through  salary 
increases,  hiring  of  more  faculty,  and 
support  for  professional  development. 
We  also  made  significant  investments 
in  improving  our  infrastructure  as  is 
witnessed  by  the  IT  improvements,  the 
renovation  of  Fritz-Conrad,  the  purchase 
of  the  residential  housing  village,  and  the  development  of  the 
Moretz  Sports  —  Athletic  Complex.  All  of  these  actions  make 
us  stronger  and  better  prepared  for  times  when  funds  may 
be  tight. 

It  is  a  fact,  however,  that  our  students  are  facing  more 
difficulties  in  securing  college  loans  and  many  of  their  families 
have  been  severely  impacted  by  loss  of  employment  or  decline 
in  personal  assets.  Our  faculty  and  staff  have  seen  huge 
losses  in  retirement  plans  and  other  personal  assets.  It  is 
incumbent  on  us  to  manage  the  university's  resources  with 
care  and  wisdom  to  protect  their  futures. 

To  understand  the  possible  impact  on  Lenoir- 
Rhyne,  it  is  important  to  understand  that  there  are 
three  primary  sources  of  revenue  for  the  institution: 

1.  tuition,  room,  and  board; 

2.  endowment  earnings;  and 

3.  donor  support  (The  Fund  for  Lenoir-Rhyne,  formerly 
named  the  Annual  Fund). 


Most  national  analysts  predict 
that  private  universities  and  colleges 
will  struggle  with  enrollment  during  the 
coming  years.  We  have  not  yet  seen  any 
negative  impact  on  our  enrollment  or 
our  room  and  board  revenues,  but  we 
are  prepared  to  handle  such  a  situation 
should  it  arise.  To  be  prepared,  we  are 
holding  open  some  of  our  projected 
faculty  and  staff  positions  and  restricting 
other  expenditures  until  we  are  sure 
of  our  enrollment  numbers.  Like  most 
institutions,  our  endowment  was  hit  hard, 
losing  23  percent  of  its  value  during  the 
last  half  of  2008,  and  this  will  affect 
annual  spending  for  several  years. 

Donor  support  remains  strong,  even 
though  we  know  many  of  you  who  support 
our  students  are  also  struggling  financially. 
We  cannot  emphasize  enough  how  much 
we  appreciate  that  support  and  how 
much  it  does  to  allow  our  students  to 
receive  the  best  possible  education. 
We  at  Lenoir-Rhyne  are  confident  that 
we  have  strategies  in  place  to  address 
the  economic  crisis,  and  your  continued 
assistance  is  essential  to  our  students 
as  they  pursue  their  dreams. 

Our  strategies  extend  to  taking 
proactive  measures  to  build  a  stronger 
and  more  viable  university.  We  expect 
an  increase  in  the  demand  for  graduate 
education  in  the  coming  years,  and  our 
recent  move  to  support  and  build  these 
programs  is  timely.  We  are  also  engaging 
in  active  discussions  with  other  institutions  to  determine 
if  we  can  develop  partnerships  that  will  reduce  the  cost  of 
education  and  allow  us  to  expand  our  services  to  a  greater 
population.  We  expect  these  initiatives  to  set  the  stage  for 
the  future  growth  of  Lenoir-Rhyne  University,  and  we  believe 
that  by  careful  analysis  and  strategic  actions  we  will  solidify 
our  role  as  a  premier  liberal  arts  university  in  the  South. 

I  want  to  extend  my  personal  best  wishes  to  all  of  you 
who  may  be  struggling  during  these  times  and  to  express  my 
confidence  that  the  best  is  still  ahead  for  all  of  us. 


Sincerely, 


Ld, 


1?  Rh^2_ 


Wayne  B.  Powell,  Ph.D. 
President  of  the  University 
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Lenoir-Rhyne 

University 

Mission  Statement 

In  pursuit  of  the  development  of  the 
whole  person,  Lenoir-Rhyne  University  seeks 
to  liberate  mind  and  spirit,  clarify  personal 
faith,  foster  physical  wholeness,  build  a 
sense  of  community,  and  promote  responsible 
leadership  for  service  in  the  world. 

As  an  institution  of  the  North  Carolina 
Synod  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in 
America,  the  university  holds  the  conviction 
that  wholeness  of  personality,  true  vocation, 
and  the  most  useful  service  to  God  and  the 
world  are  best  discerned  from  the  perspective 
of  Christian  faith. 

As  a  community  of  learning,  the  university 
provides  programs  of  undergraduate,  graduate, 
and  continuing  study  committed  to  the  liberal 
arts  and  sciences  as  a  foundation  for  a 
wide  variety  of  careers  and  as  guidance  for 
a  meaningful  life. 
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This  issue  of  Profile  features 
two  stories  with  a  common 
theme:  nurses  volunteering  to 
bring  health  care  to  people  in 
need  around  the  world.  Alumna 
Ceeya  Patton-Bolman  "71 
is  a  full-time  volunteer  with 
Team  Heart,  a  project  to  bring  lifesaving  heart 
surgery  to  Rwanda.  In  the  lower  photo,  she 
and  Dr.  Paul  Farmer  talk  with  Alice,  a  patient 
in  Rwanda.  (Diane  McCormick/McCardinal 
Photo).  Story  on  page  6. 

Dr.  Linda  Johanson.  an  L-R  nursing  professor, 
also  travels  around  the  world  to  provide  free 
medical  care  to  underserved  areas.  In  the  upper 
photo,  she  is  surrounded  by  children  in  Burma 
(Myanmar).  A  group  of  L-R  nursing  students 
accompany  her  on  a  mission/study  trip  to 
Mexico  each  spring.  Story  on  page  8. 


Name  change  marked  by  celebration 

LENOIR-RHYNE 
UNIVERSITY 


rise   up 


LENOIR-RHYNE 
UNIVERSITY 


Lenoir-Rhyne  College  officially  became  Lenoir-Rhyne  University  on  Saturday,  Aug.  23,  with  a  final  vote  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees. 

A  public  ceremony  followed  on  the  steps  of  the  McCrorie  Center.  A  large  banner  with  the  new  university  logo  was 
uncovered  as  the  announcement  was  made,  and  the  new  university  seal  on  the  podium  was  unveiled. 

Those  speaking  included  Dr.  Wayne  Powell,  university  president;  Charles  Snipes,  chair  of  the  board;  Robert 
"Smitty"  Oakes,  Student  Government  Association  president;  Rudy  Wright,  mayor  of  Hickory;  and  Hope  Williams, 

president  of  the  N.C.  Independent  Colleges  and  Universities.  Dr.  Andrew  Weisner,  college  pastor,  blessed  the  new 
university  and  offered  a  prayer.  Mayor  Wright  presented  Dr.  Powell  with  a  proclamation  making  Aug.  23  Lenoir-Rhyne 
University  Day  in  Hickory. 

Approximately  1,000  students,  employees,  alumni  and  community  members  attended  the  ceremony  and  celebration 
on  Stasavich  Place.  The  celebration  included  a  live  radio  broadcast,  face  painting,  the  signing  of  a  commemorative 
banner,  performances  by  L-R  cheerleaders  and  a  picnic  lunch.  Students  were  given  ball  caps  embroidered  with  the 
new  logo.  Many  also  had  their  photos  taken  and  printed  on  an  LRU  tee  shirt.  B 
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Erneste  smiles  following  heart  surgery  in  Boston. 
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Team  Heart  offers  hope  to  patients 


Ceeya  Patton-Bolman  '71  had 

just  finished  reading  "Mountains 
Beyond  Mountains,"  the  Pulitzer  Prize- 
winning  book  about  Dr.  Paul  Farmer, 
when  she  moved  to  Boston  in  2005. 
Her  husband,  Dr.  Chip  Bolman,  had 
accepted  a  job  as  chief  of  cardiac 
surgery  at  Brigham  and  Women's 
Hospital,  which  is  affiliated  with 
Harvard  University's  Medical  School. 
It  is  also  the  hospital  where  Farmer 
received  his  medical  training  and 
began  his  career  in  public  health. 

She  was  inspired  by  the  message 
of  the  book:  that  health  care  is  a 
basic  human  right.  Farmer  founded 
Partners  in  Health  to  serve  patients 
in  parts  of  the  world  where  medical 
care  is  virtually  unavailable  to  poor 
people. 

(Coincidentally,  all  L-R  freshmen 
studied  the  book  last  year  and  then 
heard  author  Tracy  Kidder  speak  as 
part  of  the  Visiting  Writers  Series.) 

Patton-Bolman,  who  attended 


a  small  high  school  near  Asheville, 
received  her  bachelor's  degree  in 
nursing  from  L-R,  and  later  earned 
a  master's  in  nursing  from  St.  Louis 
University.  She  worked  many  years  in 
pediatric  intensive  care  nursing. 

After  moving  to  Boston,  Patton- 
Bolman  met  with  the  head  of  the 
Harvard  School  of  Public  Health  and 
mentioned  she  would  be  interested  in 
volunteering  with  Partners  in  Health. 
He  arranged  a  meeting  with  Farmer 
and  his  local  team.  That  meeting 
resulted  in  the  formation  of  Team 
Heart,  a  program  to  bring  life-saving 
heart  surgery  to  the  African  country 
of  Rwanda. 

Farmer  explained  that  Rwanda's 
health  care  system  had  been 
devastated  in  1994  during  genocidal 
violence  and  is  still  being  rebuilt. 
Partners  in  Health  had  established 
clinics  there  in  2005.  However,  they 
had  discovered  an  urgent  need  for 
heart  surgery,  which  was  not  available 


anywhere  in  the  country  or  region. 

The  problem  was  rheumatic  fever, 
which  is  often  a  secondary  infection 
following  strep  throat.  "In  the  United 
States,  if  someone  gets  strep  throat, 
they  go  in  and  get  five  days'  worth  of 
penicillin  and  that's  the  end  of  it,"  she 
said.  In  Rwanda,  many  people  are 
unaware  that  a  sore  throat  can  lead 
to  a  life-threatening  heart  condition, 
or  they  do  not  have  access  to  a  health 
clinic  or  penicillin. 

Rheumatic  fever  weakens  the 
heart  valves,  making  the  heart 
unable  to  pump  normally.  Repeated 
infections  can  further  weaken  the 
heart  and  eventually  lead  to  death.  In 
the  United  States,  anyone  unfortunate 
enough  to  develop  rheumatic  fever 
can  have  heart  surgery  to  repair  the 
damage.  But  in  Rwanda,  no  doctors 
were  trained  in  the  procedure,  and 
the  needed  medical  equipment  was 
unavailable. 

Patton-Bolman  first  flew  to  Rwanda 
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to  meet  with  the  medical  staff  at 
King  Faisal  Hospital  and  government 
officials.  Her  goal  was  to  determine 
whether  it  would  be  possible  to  develop 
a  self-sustaining  program  to  fight  this 
problem  in  Rwanda. 

"I  felt  it  would  be  a  challenge,  but 
it  was  certainly  within  the  capabilities 
of  this  team,"  she  said.  She  returned 
home  and  began  the  task  of  organizing 
the  project,  with  the  goal  of  making 
Rwandans  self-sufficient  in  this  type 
of  medical  procedure  within  seven 
years.  So  far,  she  has  traveled  to 
Rwanda  four  times. 

Serving  as  coordinator  of  Team 
Heart  has  become  a  full-time,  volunteer 
job  for  Patton-Bolman.  She  set 
up  the  all-volunteer  organization 
in  2006,  calling  upon  the 
medical  community  in  Boston 
and  beyond.  A  board  recruits 
nurses  and  physicians  for  the 
projects  and  certifies  their 
qualifications.  Approximately 
30-35  medical  professionals 
are  needed  for  each  surgical 
trip. 

She  also  became  involved 
in  raising  funds  and  securing 
donated  medical  equipment 
and  supplies.  The  medical 
professionals  who  make  the 
trips  not  only  volunteer  their 
time  and  expertise,  but  also 
raise  the  money  for  travel  or 
pay  their  own  expenses. 

The  first  Team  Heart  surgical  group 
traveled  to  Rwanda  in  April  of  2008 
and  performed  12  heart  surgeries.  A 
similar  team  from  Australia  performed 
another  25  surgeries  in  November 
2008. 

Farmer  was  an  observer  during 
the  first  of  the  surgeries.  He  wrote 
about  that  experience  in  his  blog:  "It 
was  awesome  medically,  as  it  always 
is  when  the  pericardium  is  opened;  it 
was  awesome  personally,  as  someone 
who  has  fought  alongside  many  others 
to  make  sure  that  quality  medical  care 
be  made  available  to  the  poorest; 
and  it  was  awesome  spiritually  to 
see,  on  the  exact  anniversary  of  the 
1994  genocide,  that  the  power  to 


heal  continues  to  trump  the  power 
to  maim,  sicken,  or  kill." 

The  patients  are  not  charged  for 
their  hospital  care.  Partners  in  Health 
clinics  provide  follow-up  care.  In  the 
past,  Rwandan  patients  would  have 
had  to  travel  to  India  for  comparable 
care.  Only  a  few  were  able  to  go. 

One  of  the  patients  that  Team  Heart 
evaluated  was  Erneste,  a  17-year-old 
who  first  developed  rheumatic  fever 
at  age  5.  It  was  decided  that  he  was 
too  sick  for  surgery  in  Rwanda. 

Patton-Bolman  promised  to  help 
him  travel  to  India  or  Kenya  for  the 
surgery.  But  she  later  learned  that  the 
Indian  hospital  had  refused  to  accept 


Ceeya  Patton-Bolman  'Jl 

him  because  of  the  advanced  stage 
of  his  heart  disease. 

Through  Brigham  and  Women's 
Hospital,  she  contacted  a  Boston 
charity,  which  agreed  to  pay  for 
Erneste's  travel  to  the  United  States. 
He  traveled  with  Patton-Bolman  to 
Boston,  where  the  surgery  was 
performed.  Because  he  needed  a 
substantial  recovery  period,  he  lived 
with  the  Bolmans  for  four  months. 

Erneste's  parents  do  not  speak 
English  and  live  in  a  remote  village 
without  telephones.  Following  the 
surgery,  Patton-Bolman  called  a 
contact  in  a  nearby  village  to  report 
that  Erneste  had  survived  the  surgery 
and  that  she  would  call  back  in  a  week 


with  an  update. 

Erneste's  parents  did  not 
immediately  receive  word  about 
their  son's  condition.  "They  had  held 
services  for  him.  They  thought  he 
surely  must  have  died." 

However,  the  family  was  joyfully 
reunited  in  December,  when  Patton- 
Bolman  and  some  of  her  colleagues 
traveled  with  Erneste  back  to  his 
home.  The  group  traveled  by  Range 
Rover  over  primitive  roads  until  they 
were  met  by  excited  villagers.  They 
had  to  park  their  vehicle  and  hike 
the  final  path  to  his  home.  For  the 
first  time  in  many  years,  Erneste  was 
able  to  walk  uphill  without  difficulty. 
The  experience  was  "incredibly 
fulfilling,"  she  said.  She  has 
also  arranged  for  Erneste  to 
attend  a  private  school  close 
to  his  home.  "He's  very  bright. 
with  an  incredible  future 
ahead,"  she  said. 

Patton-Bolman  is  continuing 
her  work  in  Rwanda,  trying  to 
educate  medical  professionals 
and  others  with  a  special 
emphasis  on  nursing 
education.  In  the  country  of 
10  million  people,  there  are 
only  12  pediatricians.  All  of 
them  attended  a  recent  Team 
Heart  sponsored  conference, 
and  the  government  agreed 
to  implement  a  school 
health  education  program,  including 
information  about  the  dangerous 
link  between  strep  throat  and  heart 
disease. 

In  April,  both  of  the  Bolmans' 
children,  Paige.  27.  and  Melissa. 

25,  will  travel  with  their  parents  on 
another  surgical  trip  to  Rwanda. 
Both  daughters  are  now  earning  their 
master's  degrees  in  nursing.  "It  will 
be  incredibly  wonderful  to  be  able 
to  share  this  experience  with  them." 
Patton-Bolman  said. 

You  may  read  a  blog  about  Team 
Heart's  experiences  in  Rwanda  at 
http://teamheart.blogspot.com.  More 
information  about  Team  Heart  is 
available  at  www.brighamandwomens. 
org/cardiacsurgery/rwanda.aspx.Q 
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Dr.  Lindajohanson  distributes  over-the-counter  medications  during  a  trip  to  The  Philippines. 
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Medicine  for  body  and  soul 

ring's  medical  ca.re9  Gospel  to  oilier  countries 


Dr.  William  Johanson,  a  family 
physician,  kept  encouraging  his  wife, 
Dr.  Linda  Johanson,  an  L-R  nursing 
professor,  to  go  on  medical  missions 
with  him.  She  resisted  the  idea  for 
several  years. 

Then  Samaritan's  Purse  offered 
an  opportunity  for  a  family  to  travel 
together  on  a  mission  trip  to  Russia. 
The  Johansons'  children  were  8  and 
11  when  he  signed  the  family  up  for 
the  month-long  trip. 

"I  was  just  furious  at  first,"  she 
said.  "However,  it  really  did  work 
out." 

After  that  first  trip  14  years  ago, 
she  wanted  to  go  again.  She  has  now 
traveled  to  countries  as  diverse  as 
Uganda,  Honduras,  The  Philippines, 
Haiti  and  Myanmar.  She  usually 
makes  two  trips  a  year,  while  her 
husband  travels  even  more  often. 

In  2005,  Johanson  took  her  first 
group  of  Lenoir-Rhyne  students  on 
a  medical  mission  trip.  Since  then, 
she  has  taken  a  group  of  nursing 
students  to  Merida,  Mexico,  each 
year  during  Spring  Break.  The  12 
students  who  typically  go  on  the 
trip  are  senior  or  junior  nursing 
students.  The  trip  doubles  as  a 
class,  which  means  the  students 


have  to  prepare  for  the  experience 
and  write  a  paper  after  they  return. 
The  trip  helps  the  students  develop 
cultural  sensitivity  and  allows  them 
to  compare  the  Mexican  and  U.S. 
health-care  systems. 

Johanson  said  she  felt  her 
students  benefit  from  this  experience 
because  of  the  large  number  of 
Hispanic  immigrants  they  will  treat 
during  their  professional  lives.  Before 
the  students  go,  they  raise  money  to 
take  hygiene  supplies  and  Spanish- 
language  Bibles  with  them.  They  also 
make  a  donation  to  the  local  hospital 
that  serves  the  poorest  residents. 

The  trip  includes  visits  to 
hospitals,  nursing  schools  and  local 
villages.  In  addition,  the  students 
visit  Mayan  cultural  sites.  Merida, 
the  capital  of  the  state  of  Yucatan, 
is  a  city  of  734,153  people. 

Mexico  has  a  three-tiered  health- 
care system,  Johanson  explained. 
The  best  hospitals  are  comparable 
to  the  best  in  the  United  States 
and  serve  private-paying  patients. 
Next  are  "social  security"  hospitals 
for  average-income  people  where 
the  patient's  employer  helps  to  pay 
the  bill.  Finally,  there  are  "public" 
hospitals  for  the  poorest  residents. 
They  are  the  least  well-equipped. 


However,  all  Mexican  citizens  can 
receive  medical  care  at  one  of  the 
hospitals.  Several  of  the  L-R  students 
who  have  gone  on  these  trips  have 
expressed  an  interest  in  continuing 
to  participate  in  medical  missions. 

"I  think  it's  very  important  for 
nursing  students  to  be  exposed  to 
other  cultures,"  said  Diana  Emory, 
a  senior  nursing  student  who 
participated  in  the  trip  to  Mexico 
last  year.  "I  didn't  really  expect  their 
urban  hospitals  to  be  as  advanced 
as  they  were." 

However,  she  noticed  that  people 
living  in  the  rural  villages  had  a 
different  level  of  care.  They  also 
interacted  with  medical  personnel 
differently.  She  found  that  rural 
residents  are  more  likely  to  try 
home  remedies  first.  They  are  also 
more  reticent  when  discussing  their 
medical  problems  with  health  care 
workers. 

Despite  disparities  within  their 
health  care  system,  Mexican  citizens 
are  better  off  than  the  poorest  people 
in  many  other  countries.  In  many  of 
those  places,  there  are  people  who 
have  virtually  no  access  to  medical 
care.  Those  are  the  places  that 
Johanson  and  her  husband  often 
visit. 
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She  said  the  mission  trips  are 
arranged  by  several  different  groups, 
including  Health  Teams  International, 
and  Global  Health  International,  a 
part  of  the  Christian  Medical-Dental 
Association.  All  of  her  trips  include 
a  Christian  witness. 

Usually,  the  teams  come  at 
the  request  of  a  local  missionary. 
Typically,  people  will  be  lined  up 
at  5  a.m.  waiting  for  free  medical 
care.  While  they  are  waiting,  the 
local  preacher  will  share  the  Gospel 
message  and  hand  out  Bibles  in  the 
local  language. 

As  they  enter  the  temporary  clinic, 
people  will  have  their  blood  pressure 
checked  and  their  needs  assessed. 
Usually,  the  mission  team  will  offer 
basic  medical  care,  basic  dental 
care  and  vision  assessment  so  that 
eyeglasses  can  be  obtained  later. 

The  team  brings  its  own  medicines 
and  equipment.  Johanson  said  she 
is  often  asked,  "How  can  you  help 
people  with  such  severe  needs?"  She 
responds  that  every  need  cannot  be 
met  under  the  circumstances.  "The 
idea  isn't  to  cure  everyone  who  walks 
through  the  door.  But  you  might  be 
able  to  pray  with  them." 

Drs.  Linda  and  William  Johanson  on 
a  mission  trip  to  Romita,  Mexico. 


Spreading  the  Gospel  message 
is  always  the  primary  motivation, 
she  said.  The  people  they  see  are 
usually  very  grateful  that  the  medical 
personnel  would  travel  to  their  country 
to  help  them.  Even  taking  care  of 
routine  medical  problems  and  leaving 
behind  medicine  such  as  Tylenol  is 
appreciated. 

"The  poorest  of  the  poor  in  the 
United  States  look  rich  compared 
to  most  of  the  world,"  she  said. 
"You  shouldn't  go  with  the  idea  of 
bestowing  something,"  she  said. 
"You  always  get  back  much  more 
than  you  give.  It's  really  a  blessing 
to  be  able  to  do  it." 

Johanson  related  an  incident 
that  occurred  on  one  mission  trip. 
Another  nurse  was  driving  at  night 
when  she  spotted  someone  lying  on 
the  road  —  a  boy  who  was  beaten, 
naked,  filthy  and  almost  dead.  She 
stopped  to  pick  him  up,  brought  him 
back  to  the  mission,  bathed  him  and 
treated  his  wounds. 

Later  investigation  by  local 
authorities  found  that  the  12-year-old 
boy  had  been  severely  beaten  by  his 
mother's  live-in  boyfriend  and  left  to 
die.  Local  social  agencies  were  able 
to  remove  the  boy  from  the  home, 


and  by  the  end  of  the  mission,  he 
was  well  enough  to  attend  a  church 
service.  This  is  only  one  of  many 
experiences  that  make  Johanson 
believe  that  she  has  been  called  by 
God  to  do  this  work. 

The  Johansons  are  members  of 
First  Church  of  God  in  Morganton. 
They  also  serve  the  needs  of  the  poor 
in  their  own  community  by  volunteering 
with  several  local  agencies. 

"I  don't  think  it's  one  over  the 
other,"  she  said  about  the  ways  that 
she  and  her  husband  demonstrate 
their  Christian  love  for  others. 
"God  has  given  us  the  talents  and 
resources  to  do  this."  Although  others 
may  not  have  the  ability  to  serve 
in  the  same  way,  everyone  can  do 
something. 

She  said  she  is  especially  pleased 
that  her  two  children,  Erica,  now  24, 
and  Tyler,  22,  have  been  influenced 
by  these  mission  experiences.  Erica 
is  now  working  in  Guatemala  with 
International  Justice  Mission.  She 
hopes  to  attend  medical  school 
and  volunteer  in  foreign  countries 
like  her  parents.  All  four  family 
members  will  travel  together  later 
in  the  spring  on  a  medical  mission 
to  The  Philippines.  Q 


L-R  nursing  students  donate  to  a  hospital  for 
indigent  patients  during  a  trip  to  Mexico. 
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Student  receives  award  for  conservation  work 


Lihhy  Hoover  leads  composting-,  recycling  efforts  on  campus 


Libby  Hoover,  a  senior 
conservation  of  natural  resources 
major,  has  been  recognized  with  the 
Community  Impact  Student  Award 
for  her  efforts  to  protect  the  natural 
environment. 

This  award  is  presented  by  N.C. 
Campus  Compact,  a  coalition  of 
colleges  and  universities  collaborating 
to  increase  campus-wide  participation 
in  community  and  public  service.  The 
Community  Impact  Student  Award 
recognizes  students  who  have  made 
significant,  innovative  contributions 
to  campus-based  efforts  to  address 
community  needs. 

Hoover,  28,  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  Iowa, 
is  co-president,  with  Elizabeth  Kirby, 

of  the  campus  group  LIFE  (Living 
In  and  For  the  Environment).  This 
group  participates  in  a  variety  of 
activities  that  promote  recycling  and 
conservation.  For  example,  members 
participate  in  The  Big  Sweep,  a  project 
to  remove  litter  from  Lake  Hickory; 
RiverFest,  a  festival  to  promote  the 
importance  of  the  Catawba  River; 
and  Earth  Week.  The  club's  recycling 


education  efforts  have  greatly 
increased  the  amount  of  materials 
being  recycled  on  campus. 

Hoover  has  also  taken  the  lead 
in  the  campus  composting  project. 
This  project  was  funded  with  a  N.C. 
Beautiful  grant  obtained  by  student 
Katherine  Miles.  Each  weekday 
afternoon  finds  either  Hoover  or  Dr. 
John  Brzorad,  director  of  the  Reese 
Institute  for  Conservation  of  Natural 
Resources,  tending  the  compost  pile. 
It  consists  of  pre-consumer  food 
scraps  from  the  cafeteria,  mixed 
with  wood  chips  and  other  organic 
material  provided  by  the  campus 
groundskeepers. 

Hoover  picks  up  the  cafeteria  food 
scraps,  which  include  such  items 
as  vegetable  and  fruit  peels,  and 
scraps  discarded  when  green  salads 
are  prepared.  She  thoroughly  mixes 
them  with  wood  chips  using  a  device 
constructed  for  the  purpose  and 
adds  them  to  the  compost  pile.  Local 
resident  Keith  Kramer  helps  with  the 
physically  demanding  task. 


Libby  Hoover  adds  cafeteria  food  scraps  to  the  L-R  compost  pile.  This  effort  is  one  of  many 
conservation -related  projects  that  earned  her  the  Community  Impact  Student  Award. 
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The  composting  project  started 
at  the  beginning  of  the  fall  2008 
semester.  So  far,  she  has  added 
6,500  liters  of  foodstuffs  to  several 
compost  piles.  She  also  monitors  the 
internal  temperature  of  each  pile, 
which  must  reach  130  degrees  for 
five  consecutive  days  for  the  materials 
to  decompose  thoroughly.  The  goal 
is  to  generate  high-quality,  organic 
compost  for  use  on  campus  flower 
beds. 

Hoover's  interest  in  the 
environment  developed  from  her 
early  life  growing  up  in  rural  Iowa.  On 
a  class  field  trip  to  a  nature  reserve, 
she  was  impressed  by  a  sign  that 
showed  the  ground  level  had  originally 
been  four  feet  above  the  current 
level.  Agriculture  and  other  human 
activities  had  gradually  eroded  the 
soil.  This  experience  inspired  her  to 
work  toward  repairing  the  damage  to 
the  environment.  "I  just  got  excited 
and  stayed  excited,"  she  said. 

She  was  also  influenced  by 
her  father,  a  trapper,  who  often 
commented  on  how  human 
development  was  destroying  the 
habitat  of  local  wildlife. 

After  spending  four  years  in  the 
military,  Hoover  decided  to  earn  a 
degree  in  conservation  studies.  She 
searched  the  Internet  for  colleges  and 
universities  offering  these  programs 
and  was  impressed  by  L-R's  Reese 
Institute. 

During  her  time  at  L-R,  she  has 
also  assisted  Dr.  John  Brzorad  in 
his  research  on  egrets  living  near 
Wichita,  Kan.  This  work  culminated 
with  a  presentation  she  gave  to 
the  National  Waterbird  Society  in 
November.  "I'm  really  blessed  to 
have  so  many  opportunities  at  Lenoir- 
Rhyne,"  she  said. 

After  graduation  in  the  spring,  she 
hopes  to  find  a  job  in  environmental 
restoration  and  eventually  pursue  a 
graduate  degree  in  that  subject.  Q 
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Talking  trasK 

Student  documents  recycling  effort 

Joseph  White  has  been  looking 
into  campus  dumpsters  for  more  than 
a  year  now.  No,  he's  not  a  dumpster 
diver  looking  for  treasure.  He's  a 
conservation  of  natural  resources 
major  documenting  campus  recycling 
efforts. 

Lenoir-Rhyne  has  had  a  limited 
recycling  program  for  several  years. 
But  Dr.  John  Brzorad  and  Erin  Seiling 

of  the  Reese  Institute  wanted  to  take 
it  to  a  new  level.  To  document  the 
success  of  their  efforts,  they  needed  to 
establish  a  baseline  level  of  recycling 
on  campus. 

That's  where  White  came  in.  He 
agreed  to  check  campus  dumpsters 
and  recycling  bins  to  determine  how 
much  waste  was  heading  to  the  dump, 
and  how  much  was  being  recycled. 
He  first  measured  each  container  and 
calculated  the  number  of  cubic  yards  it 
could  hold.  He  painted  measurements 
on  the  sides  of  the  dumpsters  to  help 
him  estimate  the  level  of  trash  in  each 
one.  Then,  five  to  six  days  a  week,  he 
checked  each  dumpster  and  recycling 
station  on  campus  and  recorded  his 
findings. 

The  first  measurements  weren't 
very  encouraging.  During  the  fall  of 


Erin  Seiling,  assistant  director  of  the  Reese  Institute,  and  student  Joseph  White  check 
the  amount  of  trash  in  campus  recycling  bins. 


2007,  he  found  that  an  average  of 
114.7  cubic  yards  of  waste  were  being 
thrown  away  each  week  and  .71  cubic 
yards  were  being  recycled. 

The  university  added  more  bins 
to  encourage  the  campus  community 
to  recycle  more  types  of  items  and 
launched  a  campus-wide  effort  to 
promote  recycling.  Gradually  things 
began  to  change.  By  the  spring  of 

2008,  the  amount  of  solid  waste  in 
the  dumpsters  was  down  21  percent, 
while  the  amount  in  the  recycling  bins 
was  up  13  percent.  In  the  fall  of  2008, 
the  dumpster  trash  had  dropped  by 
36  percent  compared  to  the  baseline, 


and  recycled  materials  had  climbed 
by  31  percent. 

Now,  L-R  is  recycling  newspaper, 
office  paper,  plastic,  cardboard  and 
three  types  of  glass  (brown,  clear  and 
green). 

Last  November,  White  presented 
his  findings  at  the  Association  for 
the  Advancement  of  Sustainability  in 
Higher  Education  conference.  "We 
had  always  recycled  at  home,  but  I 
never  thought  about  it  as  a  worldwide 
issue,"  he  said.  Now,  he  sees  taking 
out  the  trash  in  a  whole  new  light. H 


Student  interns  witH  senator 

Learns  about  legislative  process 


L-R     student 
Megan  Chelette 

recently  got  a 
first-hand  look  at 
what  is  involved 
in  making  the 
v       /  ^l.    nation's  laws. 

Jk  ^^M         She  served  as 

A  I  an  intern  for  Sen. 

^^      ^^^^^  Barbara  Boxer 

(D-Calif.)  during  the  fall  2008  semester. 
Chelette  said  she  really  didn't  know 
what  to  expect.  "When  I  was  in  high 
school,  I  was  never  involved  in  politics," 
she  said.  "I  didn't  understand  it  —  I 
didn't  want  to  understand  it." 
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That  attitude  changed  as  a  result  of 
classes  she  took  at  L-R.  In  December 
2009,  Chelette  plans  to  graduate  with  a 
double  major  in  conservation  of  natural 
resources  and  political  science. 

Last  fall,  she  participated  in  the 
Lutheran  College  Washington  Semester, 
a  program  of  13  Lutheran  colleges  and 
universities.  Students  accepted  into 
the  program  live,  study  and  intern 
while  earning  academic  credit. 

Chelette  said  she  applied  for  an 
internship  with  Boxer's  office  because 
the  senator  is  chair  of  the  Environment 
and  Public  Works  Committee.  While 


there,  she  helped  research  the  Pacific 
Coastal  Salmon  Recovery  Fund,  which 
helps  protect  the  fish  population  and 
its  habitat.  She  also  attended  briefings 
on  Capitol  Hill  and  wrote  memos  about 
them  for  Boxer's  staff. 

"It  was  life-changing  for  me  — 
to  reaffirm  I  was  going  in  the  right 
direction."  she  said.  After  graduating 
from  L-R,  she  hopes  to  attend  graduate 
school  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
and  later  become  an  environmental 
consultant.  "I  would  like  to  put  my  2 
cents  in,  and  have  the  credentials  to 
back  it  up,"  she  said.  Q 
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Lohr  gift  to  help  students  in  many  ways 


A  gift  from  the  estate  of  Frances 
Mauney  Lohr  will  help  Lenoir-Rhyne 
students  in  many  ways.  The  gift, 
totaling  nearly  $900,000,  includes 
three  components:  the  renaming  of 
the  Admissions  Building,  the  creation 
of  a  "Learning  Commons"  area  in 
the  library,  and  contributions  to  two 
scholarship  endowments. 

In  recognition  of  this  generous 
gift  to  the  university,  the  Admissions 
Building  was  renamed  Lawrence  L. 
and  Frances  Mauney  Lohr  Hall  in  a 
ceremony  during  Homecoming  '08. 

The  Learning  Commons  will  be 
located  on  the  top  floor  of  the  Rudisill 
Library.  Existing  space  will  be  renovated 
to  create  an  area  dedicated  to  the 
support  of  learning.  Several  existing 
services,  plus  some  new  ones,  will 
be  brought  together  in  this  central 
location. 

Planning  is  still  under  way  for 
this  project.  Programs  that  will 
likely  be  included  in  the  Learning 
Commons  are  a  writing  center,  a 
speech  preparation  lab,  a  math  and 
computer-science  tutoring  lab,  and 
a  placement-testing  center,  among 
others.  Some  of  the  services  that  will 
be  located  there  are  tutoring  services, 
special  skills  workshops,  retention 
and  academic  success  support, 
international  education  and  study 
abroad  services. 

"This  one-stop  shop  approach 
is  becoming  increasingly  popular 
in  higher  education,  as  campuses 
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realize  the  benefits  of  making  all  of 
these  services  more  conveniently  and 
centrally  located,"  said  Dr.  Larry  Hall, 
L-R  provost.  "I  think  it  will  promote 
greater  use  of  the  services  we  provide 
students,  and  enhance  the  work  of 
students  inside  and  outside  of  the 
classroom." 

It  will  be  especially  useful  in  helping 
freshmen  transition  from  high  school  to 
university  studies,  he  said.  The  result, 
he  believes,  will  be  greater  student 
success,  better  student  retention, 
and  higher  graduation  rates.  "The 
location  will  more  deeply  emphasize 
the  library  as  the  central  location  of 
learning  on  campus,"  he  added.  CBSA 
Architects  of  Hickory  will  design  the 
Learning  Commons. 

The  Lohr  estate  gift  will  also 
add  approximately  $60,000  each 
to  the  Lawrence  L.  Lohr  Scholarship 
Endowment  for  children  of  Lutheran 
ministers,  and  to  the  Frances  M.  Lohr 
Scholarship  Endowment  for  students 
in  the  Sacred  Music  Program. 

Frances  Lohr  was  born  in  1907 
in  Kings  Mountain  and  died  on  Feb. 
17,  2007.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Samuel  Augustus  Mauney  of  Kings 
Mountain  and  Anna  Isenhower 
Mauney  of  Conover.  Frances  was 
valedictorian  of  Kings  Mountain  High 
School  in  1925  and  graduated  from 
N.C.  College  for  Women  at  Greensboro 
(now  UNC-Greensboro)  in  1929.  After 
teaching  vocational  home  economics 
in  Marshville  and  Forest  City,  she 


moved  to  Raleigh  in  1934  to  become 
state  supervisor  of  home  economics 
instruction. 

In  1936,  she  married  Lawrence 
L.  Lohr,  who  graduated  in  1914  from 
what  was  then  Lenoir  College  and 
received  an  M.A.  degree  in  1918  from 
the  University  of  North  Carolina-Chapel 
Hill.  Lawrence  Lohr  was  a  high  school 
principal  who  later  became  a  sales 
representative  for  several  textbook 
publishers.  He  was  the  son  of  Jessie 
Zinn  of  Gettysburg,  Pa.,  and  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Luther  L.  Lohr  of  Lincolnton,  who 
served  as  a  member  of  the  Lenoir- 
Rhyne  Board  of  Trustees  from  1909 
to  1919. 

Lawrence  and  Frances  Lohr 
were  active  at  Holy  Trinity  Lutheran 
Church  in  Raleigh  until  1959,  when 
they  relocated  to  Kings  Mountain. 
There,  they  were  active  members 
of  St.  Matthew's  Lutheran  Church, 
Frances's  home  church.  Lawrence 
Lohr  Sr.  died  in  1966. 

In  1994,  Frances  moved  to  Ann 
Arbor,  Mich.,  where  her  son,  Dr. 
Lawrence  Lohr  Jr.,  who  received  a 
Ph.D.  in  chemistry  from  Harvard 
University  in  1964,  is  emeritus 
professor  of  chemistry  at  the  University 
of  Michigan.  His  wife,  Rebecca  Beatty 
Lohr,  is  a  1959  graduate  of  Lenoir- 
Rhyne  who  earned  a  master  of  social 
work  degree  from  Smith  College  in 
1963.  She  served  as  chief  social 
worker  in  child  psychiatry  at  the 
University  of  Michigan  Hospital.     H 
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Connor  bequest  adds  to  scholarship 


Charles  F.  Connor  Jr. 

A  bequest  from  the  estate  of 
Charles  F.  Connor  Jr.,  a  Conover 
businessman,  will  add  $250,000  to 
his  scholarship  fund  at  Lenoir-Rhyne 
University. 


The  Charles  F.  Connor  Jr.  Family 
Scholarship  was  endowed  at  L-R  in 
2003.  It  provides  scholarships  to  L-R 
students  with  a  preference  given  to 
business  or  education  students  from 
Bunker  Hill  or  Bandys  high  schools 
in  Catawba  County. 

Connor,  a  member  of  the  L-R 
Board  of  Visitors  from  1986  to  1992, 
died  at  his  home  in  Conover  on  July 
19,  2008.  He  was  a  longtime  friend 
of  Lenoir-Rhyne  and  a  member  of  the 
Founders  Society. 

He  and  his  son  Charles  Connor 

III  '79  also  contributed  a  major  gift 
to  the  renovation  of  the  Mauney- 
Schaeffer  Conference  Hall.  Charles 
Connor  Jr.  also  supported  many 
other  local  religious,  athletic  and 
educational  causes. 

He  was  widely  known  for  founding 
a  number  of  businesses  in  the  Hickory 
area,  including  County-Wide  Insurance, 


Mom  'n'  Pop's  Ham  House,  Western 
Steer  Family  Steakhouse,  Sagebrush 
Steakhouse  and  Saloon,  Mom  'n' 
Pop's  Fish  Camp,  Bethlehem  Fish 
Camp,  Untouchable's  Pizza,  Mel's 
Diner,  and  Flap-Jack's  Restaurant. 
He  was  named  Restaurateur  of  the 
Year  in  1986  and  served  as  president 
of  the  N.C.  Restaurant  Association 
in  1990.  He  received  numerous 
additional  awards  and  honors  from 
the  NCRA.  He  also  served  on  the 
Governor's  Advisory  Committee  on 
Hotels  and  Tourism.  Connor  was  a 
member  of  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Conover. 

His  survivors  include  many  Lenoir- 
Rhyne  alumni:  son  Charles  Connor  III 
'79  and  his  wife,  Edie  '94;  sons  S. 
Mark  Connor  '81  and  Michael  Eric 
Connor  '02;  two  granddaughters. 
Lyndsi  Little  Sigmon  '05  and  Erika 
Little  '08;  and  a  sister,  Margaret 
Connor  Garrison  '72.  Q 


Chun  gift  to  assist  in  chapel  construction 


Drs.  Ki-Hyun  "Kenny"  '74  and 
Sun-Shin  "Sunny"  Chun  of  Charlotte 
have  donated  $150,000  to  Lenoir- 
Rhyne  University.  The  gift  will  be  used 
in  the  construction  of  a  planned  new 
chapel  on  campus. 

The  Chuns,  who  are  originally 
from  Korea,  own  and  operate  the 
Chun  Group  Inc.  of  Charlotte.  He 
is  president  and  a  practicing  CPA. 
She  is  vice  president  and  head 
accountant. 

The  Chuns  have  been  leaders 
in  the  Asian-American  community 
for  many  years.  They  publish  The 
Asian  Herald  newspaper  and 
operate  the  Asian  Herald  Library, 
the  largest  private  Asian  library  in 
the  nation.  They  helped  establish  the 
Carolinas  Asian-American  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  founded  the  first  Korean 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Charlotte  and 
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have  served  as  officers  in  the  Korean 
Association  of  Charlotte.  Kenny  Chun 
was  recognized  by  The  Charlotte 
Observer  as  "A  Hero  of  Democracy" 
in  1997  and  named  Charlotte's  1998 
Minority  Businessman  of  the  Year. 

He  was  appointed  by  the  president 
of  Korea  as  a  special  White  House 
Envoy  for  the  Federation  of  Korean 
Associations  of  the  USA  and  also 
appointed  to  the  Korean  Unification 
Advisory  Committee.  He  is  currently 
a  member  of  the  Lenoir-Rhyne  Board 
of  Trustees. 

The  Chuns  have  received  some 
of  Lenoir-Rhyne's  highest  honors, 
including  the  Opal  L.  Moretz  Alumni 
Service  to  the  Community  Award  in 
1999  and  honorary  doctor  of  laws 
degrees  in  2000. 

Kenny  Chun  graduated  from  Korea 
University  and  came  to  the  United 


States  in  1970  on  a  full  scholarship 
to  Lenoir-Rhyne.  He  graduated  from 
L-R  in  1974  with  a  bachelor's  degree 
in  economics.  He  earned  an  MBA 
from  Appalachian  State  University 
in  1976  and  a  Ph.D.  in  business 
management  from  LaSalle  University 
in  1986. 

Sunny  Chun  was  educated  at 
the  Red  Cross  School  of  Nursing  in 
Seoul,  Korea,  at  East  Coast  Bible 
College  and  Pfeiffer  University.  She 
earned  a  master's  degree  in  Christian 
education  in  1998.  In  addition  to 
her  work  with  the  Chun  Group,  she 
has  volunteered  with  her  church. 
She  has  also  assisted  recent  Asian 
immigrants,  helping  to  smooth  their 
transition  to  the  United  States.  The 
Chuns  have  three  children:  Lena. 
Lisa  and  Daniel.  Q 
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Class  in  investments  pays  off  for  L- 


Charles  and  Frances  Sigmon 

In  1950,  Charles  Sigmon  '51  took 
a  class  on  investing  from  Professor 
George  McCreary.  The  professor 
gave  each  student  $100,000  in 
"play  money"  and  assigned  them 
to  invest  it  in  the  stock  market. 


Because  he  was  interested 
in  airplanes,  Sigmon  invested  his 
imaginary  money  in  companies 
that  made  airplanes  and  related 
equipment.  Shortly  afterward,  the 
Korean  War  broke  out,  causing 
the  value  of  his  portfolio  to  soar. 
"Professor  McCreary  thought  he  had 
a  real  genius  in  his  class,  but  it  was 
sheer  luck!"  Sigmon  said. 

However,  that  classroom 
experience  taught  him  to  invest  real 
money  in  the  stock  market.  "Back 
then,  no  one  except  the  really  wealthy 
invested  in  common  stock,"  he  said. 
Now  some  of  the  profits  inspired 
by  that  long-ago  class  are  being 
reinvested  in  Lenoir-Rhyne. 

After  retiring  as  a  public  school 
principal,  Sigmon  and  his  wife, 
Frances,  of  Statesville,  have  endowed 
a  scholarship  at  Lenoir-Rhyne 
University  with  a  gift  of  $100,000. 
She  is  a  retired  school  teacher. 

Preference  for  the  Charles  B. 
and  Frances  J.  Sigmon  Scholarship 
will  be  given  to  an  undergraduate 


student  in  the  Charles  M.  Snipes 
School  of  Business  having  a  grade 
point  average  of  2.5  or  higher. 

Charles  Sigmon  grew  up  in 
Troutman,  N.C.  His  father,  Russell 
E.  Sigmon  '24.  was  a  public  school 
principal.  However,  his  son  did  not 
plan  a  career  in  education. 

"I  got  a  teaching  certificate  as 
an  insurance  policy  —  because  my 
parents  advised  it,"  he  said.  After 
teaching  for  one  year,  he  was  drafted 
into  the  Army. 

After  completing  his  military 
service,  Sigmon  returned  to  the  area 
and  decided  to  teach  a  year  or  two 
before  starting  his  "real"  career  in 
the  business  world.  However,  he 
decided  he  liked  education  and 
wound  up  working  as  a  principal  for 
29  years.  He  also  was  a  business 
and  social  studies  teacher  for  a 
few  years,  and  worked  briefly  in 
the  Charlotte-Mecklenburg  Schools 
human  resources  office.  S 
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Rev.  Charles  McCombs  •  Elkflbeth  McCombs  Glover 

The  adult  children  of  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Charles  A.  McCombs  Sr.  have 
endowed  a  scholarship  at  Lenoir- 
Rhyne  University  in  honor  of  their 
parents. 

First  preference  for  the 
scholarship  will  go  to  a  student  with 
financial  need  who  is  majoring  in 
education  or  religious  studies  and 
who  is  from  New  Hanover,  Rowan, 
Cabarrus  or  Catawba  counties. 
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their  parents  with  endowment 

Charles  McCombs  '52  died  of  a 
heart  attack  in  1973  after  serving 
as  a  Lutheran  pastor  at  Bethel 
Lutheran  Church  in  Salisbury  and  St. 
Matthew's  Lutheran  in  Wilmington, 
N.C.  His  widow,  Elizabeth  Robinson 
McCombs  Glover  '52,  remarried  and 
is  living  in  Salisbury. 

Charles  and  Elizabeth  met  on 
a  blind  date  when  Elizabeth  was  a 
senior  at  Hickory  High  and  Charles 
was  a  freshman  at  L-R.  She  attended 
Appalachian  State  University  for  one 
year  before  they  got  married.  He 
worked  in  a  mill  at  night  and  attended 
college  during  the  day.  Elizabeth 
attended  summer  school  and  finished 
her  degree  in  three  years  so  that 
she  could  move  with  him  when  he 
attended  seminary. 

Charles  McCombs  graduated 
from  Lutheran  Theological  Southern 


Seminary  in  Columbia,  S.C.,  and 
was  ordained  as  a  Lutheran  pastor. 
Elizabeth  taught  elementary  school 
in  several  different  cities  where  they 
lived.  "First  grade  was  my  love," 
she  said.  Elizabeth's  mother,  Chloe 
Miller  Robinson  '17  was  a  teacher, 
as  were  all  of  Elizabeth's  siblings. 

The  scholarship  endowment 
was  established  with  a  gift  of 
$30,000  from  the  children  of  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  Charles  A.  McCombs 
Sr.  The  couple's  three  children  are 
as  follows.  Charles  A.  McCombs 
Jr.  '83  is  a  banker  who  lives  in 
Hoover,  Ala.,  with  his  wife,  Teresa, 
and  two  sons.  Nora  McCombs 
Winchester  is  a  homemaker  who 
lives  in  Raleigh  with  her  husband, 
Alan,  and  their  three  children. 
Connie  McCombs  Batchelder  lives 
in  Wilmington,  N.C.  Q 
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Fords  endow  music  scholarship 


d  I 

Charles  and  Jo  Hoffman  Ford 
Charles  and  Jo  Hoffman  '63 
Ford  of  Gold  Hill  have  endowed 
a  scholarship  at  Lenoir-Rhyne 
University  with  a  gift  of  $25,000.  First 
preference  for  the  scholarship  will 


be  given  to  a  student  with  financial 
need  who  is  majoring  in  music. 

Jo  Ford  majored  in  music  and 
taught  music  in  the  public  schools 
of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  for  many  years 
before  retiring.  Her  husband,  Charles, 
is  a  retired  engineer  who  formerly 
worked  in  the  aircraft  engine  division 
of  General  Electric,  after  graduation 
from  the  N.Y.  Maritime  College. 

Jo  said  she  grew  up  in  a  small  town 
in  North  Carolina.  While  attending 
Lenoir-Rhyne,  she  was  a  member  of 
the  band  and  the  A  Cappella  Choir. 
"I  enjoyed  my  experience  there, 
especially  the  travel  with  the  choir 
and  band."  Being  just  a  "country 
girl,"  she  would  not  have  had  these 
experiences  otherwise.  She  also 


liked  the  small  size  of  Lenoir-Rhyne, 
which  allowed  her  to  make  many 
close  friends.  "I  wasn't  overpowered 
by  the  number  of  students,"  she 
said. 

After  graduating  from  L-R,  Jo 
Ford  earned  a  graduate  degree  from 
the  Conservatory  of  Music  at  the 
University  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  While 
there,  she  had  a  job  as  a  church 
musician,  which  is  how  she  met  her 
husband. 

She  said  she  has  always  had 
an  interest  in  sacred  music  and 
has  worked  part-time  as  a  church 
musician  for  many  years.  She  is  now 
a  substitute  church  organist  at  St. 
James  Lutheran  Church  near  her 
home.  Q 


Endowed  scholarships  help  L-R  students 

Approximately  90  percent  of  the  students  at  L-R  receive  financial  assistance,  and  endowed  scholarships, 
such  as  those  described  on  these  pages,  provide  a  major  source  of  this  financial  aid.  For  more  information 
about  how  to  create  an  endowed  scholarship,  contact  Rich  Duncan  at  828-328-7339  or  duncanr@lr.edu. 
For  information  about  how  to  contribute  to  an  existing  endowment,  contact  Vickie  Eckard  at  828-328-7336 
or  eckardv@lr.edu. 


Athletic  sculptures  dona 

Four  life-sized  bronze  statues 
depicting  athletes  in  motion  will  be 
added  to  the  campus  in  the  near 
future.  Irwin  Belk,  a  philanthropist 
interested  in  college  athletics  and 
art,  has  donated  the  funds  for  the 
sculptures. 

Lenoir-Rhyne's  Irwin  Belk  Track 
bears  his  name,  as  do  more  than 
30  other  collegiate  track  and  field 
facilities.  Belk  is  a  member  of  the 
Charlotte  family  who  established  the 
Belk  department  stores. 

A  sculpture  of  a  female  javelin 
thrower  and  a  male  soccer  player  will 
be  placed  in  front  of  the  entrance  to 
the  Moretz  Sports  -  Athletic  Complex, 
which  includes  the  Belk  Track.  A 
statue  of  a  baseball  player  will  be 
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placed  near  the  baseball  field,  and 
a  statue  of  a  softball  player  will  be 
located  near  the  softball  field.  All  four 
figures  were  designed  by  sculptor 
Richard  Hallier  of  Boone,  N.C. 

Before  the  statues  are  installed, 
the  intersection  in  front  of  the  Moretz 
Sports  -  Athletic  Complex  entrance 
will  receive  a  facelift.  The  L-R  Athletic 
Department  has  worked  with  the  city 
of  Hickory  to  reduce  the  number  of 
utility  lines  at  the  intersection  of  Sixth 
Street  N.E.  and  Eighth  Avenue  N.E. 
A  large  metal  box,  which  controls  a 
traffic  light,  will  also  be  relocated 
to  enhance  the  visual  appeal  of  the 
area.  The  target  date  for  completing 
the  intersection  improvements  and 
installing  the  new  statues  is  late 
April.  Q 


A  statue  of  a  soccer  player  in  action,  similar  to  this 
one.  will  be  one  of  four  life-si^ed  bronze  statues 
that  will  grace  the  university's  athletic  facilities. 
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'liey  is  first  dean  o. 

Lenoir-Rhyne  University  has 
named  Dr.  David  Wiley  as  the  first 
dean  of  its  College  of  Education  and 
Human  Services.  Wiley  comes  from 
Scranton,  Penn.,  where  he  worked  at 
the  University  of  Scranton,  a  Jesuit 
university  with  5,400  students. 

"We  are  especially  pleased  to 
locate  an  administrator  and  an 
academic  colleague  of  the  quality 
of  Dr.  Wiley  to  serve  as  our  inaugural 
dean  of  the  College  of  Education  and 
Human  Services,"  said  Dr.  Larry 
Hall,  L-R  provost.  "His  experiences 
at  the  University  of  Scranton  make 
him  an  ideal  choice  for  the  important 
work  ahead  as  we  work  to  grow  our 
Education,  Counseling  and  Human 
Services  programs." 

Wiley  earned  a  bachelor's  degree 
in  earth  science  education  from 
Temple  University.  He  also  earned 
an  M.S. Ed.  degree  and  an  Ed.D. 
degree  in  science  education  from 
Temple.  He  did  post-doctoral  study 
in  teaching  science  to  the  gifted  and 
the  role  of  science  and  technology 
in  society. 

He  began  as  a  high  school  science 


\ege  01  nducatioii  an 

and  math  teacher  in  Pennsylvania 
and  then  became  adjunct  lecturer  in 
geology  at  Chestnut  Hill  College  of 
Philadelphia.  In  1988,  he  joined  the 
faculty  of  the  University  of  Scranton, 
where  he  advanced  to  the  rank  of  full 
professor  and  chaired  the  Education 
Department.  Since  2003,  he  has 
been  the  certification  officer  for 
Scranton  University. 

Wiley  has  written  several  science 
textbooks  in  the  series  "Investigate 
and  Connect"  and  has  authored 
two  books  for  Sage  in  the  area  of 
electronic  portfolio  assessment. 
He  has  also  published  numerous 
scholarly  articles  about  teaching. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  many 
professional  organizations  and  served 
as  president  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Science  Teachers  Association  in 
1991.  He  was  District  IV  director 
of  the  National  Science  Teachers 
Association  in  2000-2003  and  is  now 
serving  on  its  Board  of  Directors  as 
director  of  the  Pre-service  Teacher 
Education  Division. 
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Dr.  David  Wiley 


opnoimore  dies  m  accident 


Harrison  Stephen  Kowiak,  a 

sophomore  management  major  from 
Tampa,  Ha.,  died  on  Nov.  18,  2008, 
as  a  result  of  injuries  sustained  in 
an  off-campus  accident. 

Kowiak,  19,  was  a  member  of  the 
L-R  Men's  Golf  Team  and  Theta  Chi 
fraternity.  A  memorial  service  was 
held  at  St.  Andrew's  Lutheran  Church. 
Students  and  others  signed  an  online 
memorial  page  posted  on  the  L-R  Web 


site.  Many  recalled  his  bright  smile 
and  friendly  nature.  Kowiak  was  born 
Jan.  5, 1989,  in  Livingston,  N.J.,  and 
moved  to  Livermore,  Calif.,  during 
his  middle  school  years  and  then 
Tampa  for  his  high  school  years  with 
his  family.  His  survivors  include  his 
parents,  Lianne  and  Brian  Kowiak; 
his  10-  year-old  sister,  Emma  Kowiak; 
his  grandparents,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wai 
Tong  and  Mrs.  Helene  Kowiak;  and 
several  uncles,  aunts  and  cousins. 
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Sacred  Music  from  Lenoir- Rhyne 

New  sheet  music  series  features  L-R  compositions 


A  new  series  of  sheet  music, 
Sacred  Music  from  Lenoir-Rhyne, 
will  feature  compositions  by  Dr.  Paul 
Weber,  professor  of  music  and  head 
of  the  Sacred  Music  Program  at 
Lenoir-Rhyne  University. 

Several  compositions  by  Michael 
Costello  '01  will  also  be  featured. 
A  graduate  of  the  Sacred  Music 
Program,  Costello  is  employed  as 
cantor  (music  director)  at  Grace 
Lutheran  Church  in  River  Forest, 
III. 

Sacred  Music  from  Lenoir-Rhyne 
is  the  first  university-based  music 
series  from  MorningStar  Music 
Publishers  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.  Weber, 
an  accomplished  sacred  music 
composer,  has  been  director  of  the 
Sacred  Music  Program  at  Lenoir- 
Rhyne  since  its  founding  in  1996. 
He  is  also  director  of  the  university's 


Dr.  Paul  Weber 


highly  regarded  A  Cappella  Choir  and 
College  Singers. 

Weber  is  the  2003  recipient  of  the 
Raabe  Prize  for  Excellence  in  Sacred 
Composition  from  the  Association 
of  Lutheran  Church  Musicians. 
He  holds  a  doctor  of  musical  arts 
degree  in  choral  conducting  from 
The  University  of  Iowa,  a  master  of 
musical  arts  degree  in  composition 
from  Yale  University,  and  a  master  of 
music  degree  in  organ  performance 
and  composition  from  Washington 
University,  St.  Louis.  The  music  series 
is  designed  for  use  by  churches. 
colleges  and  other  choral  groups, 
he  said.  Thirteen  titles  in  the  series 
are  currently  available,  with  more 
anticipated  in  the  future.  To  view  the 
music  titles  currently  available,  go 
to  www.morningstarmusic.com  and 
click  on  "series." 


Dr.  Rand  Brandes  publishes  book 


Dr.  Rand  Brandes,  Martin  Luther 
Stevens  Professor  of  English  at 
Lenoir-Rhyne  University,  recently 
published  a  bibliography  of  the  works 
of  Nobel  Prize-winning  Irish  poet  and 
translator  Seamus  Heaney. 

Heaney's  poetry  is  included  in 
most  college  literary  anthologies. 
His  translation  of  the  Old  English 
epic  poem  "Beowulf"  is  the  version 
most  often  used  in  American  high 
schools  and  colleges. 

The  495-page  bibliography  was  co- 
edited  by  Michael  J.  Durkan.  former 
head  librarian  at  Swarthmore  College, 
who  died  in  1996. 

"Seamus  Heaney:  A  Bibliography, 
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1959-2003"  was  published  by  Faber 
and  Faber  of  London.  It  is  the  first 
bibliography  of  Heaney's  works 
and  was  compiled  with  Heaney's 
assistance. 

The  goal  of  the  editors  was  to 
list  everything  that  Seamus  Heaney 
has  published  —  poetry  and  prose 
—  and  to  provide  full  details  of  the 
circumstances  of  publication  for  his 
major  works.  The  book  is  designed 
to  be  of  assistance  to  scholars  and 
students.  Brandes'  research  for  the 
bibliography  was  partially  funded  by 
the  Fulbright  Fellowship  Program. 


Dr.  Rand  Brandes 
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ucation  project  cited  as  'innovative 


A  new  project  that  places  Lenoir- 
Rhyne  education  majors  at  local 
schools  has  been  cited  by  the  N.C. 
Department  of  Public  Instruction  as 
an  "N.C.  School  Innovation." 

The  project,  which  began  last 
fall,  places  senior  elementary 
education  students  at  Lyle  Creek 
Elementary  School  in  Catawba  County 
and  Bethlehem  Elementary  School 
in  Alexander  County.  According  to 
Joyce  Davis,  assistant  professor  of 
education,  the  plan  developed  from 
discussions  last  year  about  how  to 
continually  improve  the  education  of 
teachers.  Everyone  agreed  that  the 
sooner  the  university's  students  could 
be  exposed  to  the  "real  world"  of  the 
classroom,  the  more  effective  they 
would  be  when  they  graduated. 

The  L-R  senior  education  majors 
took  their  teaching  methods  classes 
at  the  two  schools  on  Mondays  and 
Fridays.  "It's  on  the  cutting  edge  with 


what's  being  done 
to  prepare  future 
teachers,"  Davis 
said. 

She  said 
that  being  at  the 
schools  helps 
the  students 
understand  the  job 
of  being  a  teacher. 
As  an  analogy,  she 
said,  "I  can  tell 
you  about  visiting 
China,  but  until 
you  have  been 
to  China,  it's  not 
real."  In  the  past,  most  education 
majors  did  not  spend  a  lot  of  time 
in  a  K-12  classroom  until  their  last 
semester. 

Patricia  DeHaan,  a  senior 
education  major  from  Lawndale, 
N.C,  was  part  of  the  new  Lyle  Creek 
Elementary  class.  She  said  the  project 


L-R  student  Alyssia  Love  reads  a  booh  with  a  group  of  students 
at  Lyle  Creek  Elementary  School. 


has  helped  her  because  of  the  hands- 
on  instruction  and  the  chance  to  visit 
actual  classrooms.  "It's  like  a  mini- 
internship,"  she  said.  "Instead  of  just 
hearing  what  they  have  to  say,  you 
can  actually  see  it."  Davis  said  that 
L-R  hopes  to  place  more  education 
students  in  the  schools,  possibly 
beginning  with  sophomores. 


Student  studies  Gregorian  Cham 


Lenoir-Rhyne  sacred  music 
student  Edwin  Weber  spent  part 
of  last  summer  studying  Gregorian 
Chant  at  a  monastery  in  Oklahama. 
The  trip  was  supported  by  a  study 
grant  from  the  Lenoir-Rhyne  Friends 
of  Music. 

Weber  became  interested  in 
the  ancient  form  of  church  worship 
through  a  class  in  the  subject  taught 
by  Dr.  Paul  Weber  (no  relation). 
That's  when  he  consulted  Dr.  Andrew 
Weisner,  L-R's  campus  pastor,  who 
referred  him  to  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Weber  (no  relation),  a  Benedictine 
priest  who  teaches  at  Wake  Forest 
University.  Father  Weber  suggested 
that  Edwin  Weber  visit  a  recently 
established  Benedictine  monastery 
in  Clear  Creek,  Okla.  He  made 
arrangements  to  visit  and  spent  two 
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weeks  living  with  the  monks. 

The  monks  in  this  monastery 
live  a  very  traditional  lifestyle.  Their 
days  are  filled  with  manual  labor 
and  worship.  They  rarely  leave  the 
monastery  and  have  little  contact 
with  the  outside  world.  Their  day  is 
structured  around  various  worship 
times,  each  with  its  own  form  of 
Latin  chants. 

The  name  Gregorian  Chant  comes 
from  Pope  Gregory  the  Great,  who 
collected  and  organized  most  of  the 
existing  chants  in  the  sixth  century. 
However,  some  of  the  chants  may 
even  predate  Christianity,  having 
their  roots  in  ancient  Jewish  worship. 
Weber  is  a  member  of  Christus 
Victor  Church  in  Columbia,  S.C., 
a  congregation  of  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  Church  in  America. 


Edwin  Weber 
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Three  new  trustees  named 


Lenoir-Rhyne  University  has 
named  three  new  members  to  its 
Board  of  Trustees.  They  are  Jeffrey 
Bronnenberg  of  Hickory,  N.C.;  the  Rev. 
Dr.  J.  George  Gilbert  '73  of  Concord, 
N.C.;  and  Jearld  Leonhardt  '69  of 
Newton,  N.C. 

Bronnenberg  is  president  of 
Four  Oaks  Capital  Management  LLC. 
He  earned  a  bachelor's  degree  in 
business  administration  from  the 
University  of  North  Carolina-Chapel  Hill 
in  1982  and  an  MBA  from  Vanderbilt 
University  in  1992.  He  was  previously 
employed  with  McGladrey  and  Pullen 
CPAs,  Merchants  Distributors,  and 
Tennessee  Consolidated  Retirement 
Systems. 

Bronnenberg  is  a  member  of 
First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Hickory 
and  the  Hickory  Rotary  Club.  He 
served  on  the  Lenoir-Rhyne  Board 
of  Visitors  from  1999  to  2005.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Lenoir-Rhyne 
President's  Society  and  a  member  of 
the  Piedmont  Educational  Foundation 
Board.  He  is  a  sponsor  of  the  Dr.  Neel 
H.  Bronnenberg  Nursing  Scholarship 
at  Lenoir-Rhyne. 

Gilbert  is  lead  pastor  at  Trinity 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  in 
Concord,  N.C.  He  earned  a  master 
of  divinity  degree  from  the  Lutheran 
Theological  Southern  Seminary  in 


Jeffrey  Bronnenberg 


The  Rev.  Dr.  J. 
George  Gilbert  '73 


Jearld  Leonhardt  '6g 


Columbia,  S.C.,  and  a  doctor  of 
ministry  degree  from  Drew  University  - 
School  of  Theology  in  Madison,  N.J. 

He  has  served  as  head  spiritual 
director  of  the  Secretariat  of  the 
Western  N.C.  Via  de  Cristo,  a 
Lutheran  movement  of  personal 
Christian  renewal.  He  is  a  past  board 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Career 
and  Counseling  Center  in  Charlotte.  He 
has  also  served  on  the  board  of  the 
local  American  Red  Cross,  Cabarrus 
County  Habitat  for  Humanity  and  the 
Cabarrus  County  Chapter  ofThrivent 
for  Lutherans. 

He  has  served  as  past  president 
of  the  Charlotte  Area  Lutheran  Clergy, 
on  the  ELCA  Transition  Leadership 
Conference  and  as  a  mission 
developer  for  the  ELCA  Division  for 
Outreach.  He  has  previously  served 
congregations  in  Peachtree  City,  Ga.; 
Lexington,  N.C;  and  Charlotte,  N.C. 

Leonhardt  is  executive  vice 


president  and  chief  financial  officer 
of  CommScope  Inc.  After  graduating 
from  L-R,  he  accepted  a  position  as 
staff  auditor  for  Ernst  &  Young  in 
Charlotte.  In  1970,  he  returned  to 
Hickory,  where  he  served  as  staff 
accountant  for  Superior  Continental. 
When  Continental  Telephone  decided 
to  divest  of  Superior's  CommScope 
Division  in  1976,  Leonhardt  assisted 
chief  executive  officer  Frank  M. 
Drendel  and  other  Hickory,  N.C. 
investors  in  acquiring  CommScope. 
Leonhardt  has  helped  CommScope 
grow  into  a  global  leader  in  the 
production  of  cable  and  connectivity 
solutions  for  communications. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Lenoir- 
Rhyne  Board  of  Visitors  for  five  years, 
serving  as  chairman  in  2007-2008.  He 
and  his  wife,  Carolyn,  have  two  adult 
children  and  five  grandchildren.  They 
are  members  of  Bethlehem  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Claremont. 


Noted  Lutheran  and  ecumenical  theologian  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Robert  Jenson  was  Theologian  in 
Residence  at  Lenoir-Rhyne  University  Oct.  ig-22- 
From  left  to  right  arc  Joshua  Anderson. 
Samantha  Quave,  Blanche  Jenson,  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Robert  Jenson,  Robert  "Snuitty" 
Oalces,  TiLissa  Roseman  and  Meghan 
Large.  Jenson's  visit  was  co-sponsored  by  the 
Lenoir-Rhyne  Center  for  Theology  and  the  L-R 
Campus  Pastor's  Office. 
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Lenoir -Rhyne  University  welcomed  25  new  faculty  members  this  fall.  On  the  first  row,  left  to  right,  are  Dr.  Thierry  Zell,  Dr.  Joshua  Ring,  Dr.  Michelle 
Mabry,  Dr.  Julie  Voss,  Prof.  Sue  Frigugliettiand  Dr.  Monica  Campbell.  On  second  row,  left  to  right,  are  Dr.  Brian  Goldsmith,  Dr.  Jonathan 
Schwiebert,  Dr.  Craig  Schreiber,  Dr.  Michael  Funk  Deckard,  Dr.  David  Sperry,  Dr.  Carl  Dresden  and  Dr.  Neal  Gray.  Not  pictured  are 
Dr.  Adelia  Ruiz  and  Dr.  David  Wiley. 


Dr.  Forest  Rennick  dies 

Dr.  Forest  Rennick,  a  physics 
professor  at  Lenoir-Rhyne  since  1985, 
died  Nov.  24  in  Nebraska  from  medical 
complications  while  awaiting  a  liver 
transplant. 

Rennick  was  born  May  16,  1947, 
to  Forest  M.  and  Sylvia  Wilkins 
Rennick,  in  Nelson,  Nebraska.  He 
graduated  from  Hastings  High  School 
in  1965  and  served  in  the  Marines  for 
four  years  during  the  Vietnam  War. 

He  graduated  from  Hastings 
College  in  1975.  He  received  his 
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doctorate  from  New  Mexico  State 
College,  Las  Cruces,  N.M.,  in  1982. 
Prior  to  joining  L-R,  he  was  a  visiting 
assistant  professor  at  N.C.  State 
University  from  1981  to  1985.  He 
lived  in  Taylorsville,  N.C,  for  25  years 
and  was  a  member  of  the  Veterans 
of  Foreign  Wars. 

Memorials  in  honor  of  Dr. 
Rennick  may  be  sent  to  Lenoir-Rhyne 
University,  Box  7546,  Hickory,  NC 
28603.  Checks  should  be  made  out  to 
Lenoir-Rhyne  and  designated  "Physics 
Scholarship." 


Dr.  Forest  Rennick 
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Dr.  Hans  Heymann  dies 

Former  German  POW became  English  pro fessor  at  L-R 


Dr.  Hans  Gerhard  Heymann 


Dr.  Hans  Gerhard  Heymann, 

former  English  professor  at  L-R, 
died  Aug.  17  at  the  age  of  92  in 
Newton  following  a  long  battle 
with  Alzheimer's  Disease. 

Heymann  was  born  in  Berlin, 
Germany,  and  earned  a  Ph.D. 
in  English  and  history  magna 
cum  laude  from  the  University 
of  Frankfurt,  Germany.  He 
was  a  German  prisoner  of  war 
during  World  War  II,  working  at 
Reynolds  Tobacco  Co.  in  Winston- 
Salem.  During  that  time,  he  was 
befriended  by  some  Americans 
who  gave  him  contacts  at  two 
area  colleges:  Davidson  and 
Lenoir-Rhyne.  He  decided  to  try 
to  get  at  job  at  L-R  because  it 
was  a  Lutheran  school. 

He  returned  to  Germany 
after  the  war,  completed  his 
education,  and  obtained  a  job 
at  L-R  in  1953.  He  and  his  family 
became  naturalized  U.S.  citizens 
in  1958. 

In  a  1996  Profile  interview,  he 
explained  that  his  dream  was  to 


return  to  the  United  States  after 
the  war  because  "the  people  were 
so  friendly  and  the  land  in  the 
Piedmont  reminded  me  of  home.  I 
really  wanted  to  teach  English." 

He  worked  at  L-R  from  1953 
to  1969,  serving  as  professor 
and  chair  of  the  Department  of 
English,  Speech  and  Dramatic 
Arts  and  helping  to  establish  an 
English  Honors  Program.  In  1969, 
he  left  L-R  to  join  the  faculty  of 
Appalachian  State  University  as 
professor  of  English  and  director 
of  the  English  Honors  Program. 

Heymann  was  awarded  the 
Tarheel  Pin  by  Gov.  Luther  Hodges 
for  his  efforts  to  establish  trade 
relationships  between  North 
Carolina  and  Germany.  He  was 
also  honored  for  these  efforts 
with  the  Distinguished  Service 
Cross  First  Class,  presented  by 
President  Gustav  Heinemann  of 
West  Germany.  In  addition,  he 
received  the  Order  of  the  Long 
Leaf  Pine  from  Gov.  James  B. 
Hunt. 


Carolina  Kodaly  Institute  created 

The  Carolina  Kodaly  Institute 
at  Lenoir-Rhyne  University  will 
offer  certification  in  Kodaly  music 
education  beginning  in  the  summer 
of  2009. 

The  summer  institute  is 
offered  by  the  Kodaly  Educators  of 
North  Carolina  and  Lenoir-Rhyne. 
Classes  leading  to  Level  1  Kodaly 
Certification  will  be  offered  July 
19-31,  2009. 


The  Kodaly  concept  is  a 
philosophy  of  music  education 
inspired  by  Zoltan  Kodaly  (1882- 
1967),  a  Hungarian  composer, 
musicologist  and  educator.  The 
concept  stresses  singing  as  the 
foundation  of  children's  musical 
development. 

Based  on  the  developmental 
readiness  of  the  child,  the  Kodaly 
approach  involves  a  sequential 


layering  of  skills  and  concepts 
designed  to  build  success  for 
every  student.  Instruction  is 
based  on  multi-cultural  folk 
song  repertoire  and  art  music 
and  includes  singing,  dancing, 
games,  improvisation,  composition 
and  musical  instruments. 
Comprehensive  musicianship. 
music  literacy  and  love  of  music 
are  the  ultimate  goals. 


Profile 


2  I 


BEAR  TRACKS 


Three  named  to  Board  of  Visitors 


Lenoir-Rhyne  University  has  named 
three  new  members  to  its  Board 
of  Visitors.  They  are  Betty  Friday 
Barry  '65  of  Greensboro,  N.C.;  Jane 
Carter  Handly  '67  of  Dallas,  Texas; 
and  Eugene  Blake  Graeber  III  '74  of 
Charlotte,  N.C. 

Barry  graduated  from  Lenoir-Rhyne 
and  from  Bowman  Gray  School  of 
Medical  Technology  in  1965.  She 
worked  18  years  in  laboratory 
medicine  and  then  transitioned  to 
medical  practice  management,  where 
she  spent  the  last  18  years  of  her 
career.  After  retiring  from  full-time 
management  in  1998,  she  did  some 
consulting  work  until  2004. 

Barry's  first  husband,  George 
Ronald  Damm  '64,  was  a  veteran  of 
the  Vietnam  War.  He  died  in  1976, 
leaving  his  wife  with  two  sons.  She 
married  Dennis  Barry  in  1982.  Betty 
and  Dennis  Barry  have  five  sons  and 
seven  grandchildren. 

She  volunteers  with  her  local  urban 
ministry  at  Potter's  House,  serves 
as  a  docent  with  the  Natural  Science 
Center  of  Greensboro,  and  chaired 
the  Board  of  Visitors  of  Greensboro 


Betty  Friday  Barry  '6g  Eugene  Blake  Graeber  III  '74  Jane  Carter  Handly  '6j 


College. 

Handly  graduated  from  Lenoir- 
Rhyne  with  a  degree  in  theatre. 
She  earned  her  Certified  Speaking 
Professional  designation  from  the 
National  Speakers  Association  and 
was  inducted  into  the  Speakers  Hall 
of  Fame  in  1992.  She  also  served  as 
president  of  the  North  Texas  Speakers 
Association. 

She  is  the  author  of  two  books, 
"Getting  Unstuck"  and  "Why  Women 
Worry."  She  is  married  to  Robert 
Handly.  She  has  one  son  and  two 

grandchildren. 

Graeber  is  managing  director 
of  Wachovia  Insurance  Services  in 
Charlotte.  He  earned  a  business 
degree  from  Lenoir-Rhyne  and  is 


a  1999  graduate  of  the  Advanced 
Management  Program  at  the  University 
of  North  Carolina  -  Chapel  Hill.  He 
joined  Jefferson  Pilot  Corp.  in  1974. 
Graeber's  career  includes  20  years 
of  service  with  Johnson  &  Higgins/ 
Marsh.  From  1995  to  2005,  he  served 
as  president  of  Palmer  &  Cay  Carolinas 
Inc.,  which  was  acquired  by  Wachovia 
Corp.  in  May  2005. 

He  currently  serves  as  board  chair 
of  the  Harris  YMCA  and  serves  on  the 
board  of  the  Mecklenburg  Council  Boy 
Scouts  of  America,  Youth  Commission 
International  and  the  Advisory  Board  of 
the  Charlotte  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
He  is  a  former  chair  of  the  Lenoir- 
Rhyne  Annual  Fund.  He  and  his  wife, 
Ashley,  have  three  children. 
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Dr.  Gail  Miles,  professor  of  computer  science, 
and  Sue  Friguglietti,  assistant  professor  of 
occupational  therapy,  presented  at  eLearn 
2008.  Both  faculty  members  presented 
during  a  panel  presentation  titled  "Strategies 
for  Successful  Community-Building  in  On- 
Line  Courses." 

Mia  Self,  assistant  professor  of  theatre, 
and  the  cast  of  "Collage  in  4  Dimensions" 
will  present  an  interactive  workshop  about 
collaborative  creation  and  devised  theatre 
at  the  Southeastern  Theatre  Conference  in 
Birmingham,  Ala.,  in  March.  "Collage  in  4 
Dimensions"  was  originally  presented  during 
"The  Spirit  of  Black  Mountain  College." 

Dr.  Devon  Fisher,  assistant  professor  of 
English,  recently  published  an  article  entitled 
"John  Henry  Newman  and  the  Ghosts  of 
Old  Rome."  The  article  appeared  in  the 
fall  2008  issue  of  the  journal  "Nineteenth- 
Century  Prose." 
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Dr.  Karen  Dill,  professor  of  psychology,  and 
two  of  her  students,  Brian  P.  Brown  and 
Michael  A.  Collins,  recently  published  their 
research  in  the  Journal  of  Experimental  Social 
Psychology.  They  studied  whether  sexual 
stereotypes  in  video  games  influence  the 
attitudes  of  men  and  women  about  sexual 
harassment. 

Dr.  Jennifer  Heller,  assistant  professor  of 
English,  published  an  article  titled  "The 
Legacy  and  Rhetorics  of  Maternal  Zeal"  in 
the  fall  issue  of  "English  Literary  History." 

Dr.  Daniel  Kiser,  dean  of  the  College  of  Arts 
and  Sciences  and  professor  of  music,  has 
released  a  series  of  eight  arrangements 
for  brass  quintet. 

Dr.  Judy  Hilton,  a  nursing  professor, 
presented  a  poster  on  "Breastfeeding 
During  First  Week  Postpartum"  at  the  8th 
Annual  Neonatal  Nursing  Conference  in 
Washington,  D.C. 


Lisa  Harris,  associate  professor  of 
communication,  Dr.  Kathy  Ivey,  professor 
of  English,  Dr.  Dale  King,  professor  of 
business,  and  Virginia  Moreland,  director 
of  library  services,  gave  presentations  at  the 
Appalachian  College  Association  Summit. 

"Nora's  Dream,"  a  children's  book  published 
by  the  Hickory  Landmarks  Society,  received 
first  place  in  design  competition  sponsored 
by  the  Southeastern  Museums  Conference. 
The  book  was  designed,  illustrated,  and 
translated  into  Spanish  by  Robert  Winter, 
professor  of  art. 

Dr.  Adelia  Ruiz,  assistant  professor  of 
Spanish,  gave  a  presentation  on  "Language 
for  Business:  New  Perspectives  on  Developing 
a  Language  for  Business  Course"  at  a 
conference  hosted  by  Florida  International 
University's  Center  for  International  Business 
Education. 

Spring    2009 
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I   Clockwise  from  upper  left:  Delta  /(eta  had  the  winning  float, 

"Operation  Game. "  Andrew  Short  andAbby  Smith  were  the  Homecoming 
I  king  and  queen.  Kappa  Delta  sorority  celebrated  its  45'h  anniversary-  Pi 
t  Kappa  Phi  fraternity  celebrated  its  2$th  anniversary.  Joe  Bear  entertained 
the  children. 
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IN  MEMORIAM: 

Nan  Deal  Havnaer  '29 

of  Rock  Hill,  S.C.,  on  Dec.  15 

Rachel  Cloninger  Smith  '32 

of  Pittsboro  on  July  13 

Elizabeth  Killian  Mosteller  '33 

of  Vale  on  Aug.  4 

James  Bolick  '34 

of  Hickory  on  Dec.  16 

Helen  Boyd  George  '34 

of  Hickory  on  Oct.  1 

Ida  Creech  Mintz  '34 

of  Shallotte  on  Aug.  12 

Dorothy  Fritz  Adcox  '35 

of  North  Myrtle  Beach,  S.C., 
on  Aug.  29 

Charlotte  Bame  Lingle  '36 

of  Maiden  on  Sept.  26 

Dorothy  Mauney  Whitley  '36 

of  Eton  on  July  22 

Donald  Helton  '38 

of  York.  Pa.,  on  Sept.  3 

Mavin  Huss  McHargue  '38 

of  Statesville  on  July  2 


Dorothy  Diehl  Anglin  '39 

ofMt.  Pleasant,  S.C.,  on  Nov.  3 

Rosalyn  Dellinger  Poston  '39 

of  Shelby  on  Oct.  10 

Gladys  Fox  Adkins  '40 

of  St.  Petersburg,  Fla.,  on  Oct.  3 

Louise  Greever  Elliott  '40 

of  Greensboro  on  Aug.  28 

Madeline  Goodson  Brown  '41 

of  Chapel  Hill  on  June  26 

S.  Wilfred  Hahn  '41 

of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  on  July  31 

Daniel  Hamrick  '41 

of  Kannapolis  on  July  7 

William  Mauney  '41 

of  Taylorsville  on  Dec.  14 

Marvin  Zerden  '41 

of  Hickory  on  Sept.  3 

Neil  Bolick  '42 

of  Advance  on  Nov.  17 

Charles  Grove  '42 

of  Edisto  Island,  S.C.,  on  July  9 

Alda  Gregory  Williamson  '42 

of  Austin,  Texas,  on  Sept.  22 


Kathryn  Yount  Wirick  '42 

of  Charlotte  on  Oct.  24 

Colon  Wright  '42 

of  Marion  on  June  23 

Chloe  Townsend  Brady  '43 

of  Conover  on  Nov.  13 

Mary  Ketchie  Cochran  '43 

of  Charlotte  on  Aug.  5 

Sanford  Steelman  '43 

of  Hickory  on  Nov.  1 

Doris  Cansler  Sease  '45 

of  Huntersville  on  June  6 

Frederick  Simon  '45 

of  Milton,  Pa.,  on  Oct.  3 

Claudia  Setzer  Entzi  '46 

of  Drexel  on  Dec.  9 

Ida  Propst  Madaris  '46 

of  Albemarle  on  June  19 

Elizabeth  Huitt  Tuttle'47 

ofCulpeper,  Va.,  on  Dec.  13 

Millicent  Carriker  Bailey  '48 

of  Doraville,  Ga.,  on  Dec.  2 

Jack  Smith  '48 

of  Cherryville  on  Oct.  6 


Clyde  Mason  '49 

of  Atlantic  on  July  7 

Edith  Ramsey  Parker  '49 

of  Connelly  Springs  on  Aug.  25 

Lee  Safrit  '49 

of  Winston  Salem  on  Oct.  29 

Herman  Burns  '50 

of  College  Park,  Ga.,  on  Aug.  22 

Jacob  Ramsour  '50 

of  Hickory  on  Aug.  16 

Romulus  Teague  '50 

of  Taylorsville  on  Dec.  14 

Gerald  Baker  '51 

of  Valdese  on  Dec.  3 

Bill  Cordell  '51 

of  Charlotte  on  Aug.  2 

George  Form  '51 

of  Albuquerque,  N.M.,  on  June  2 

Donald  Phillips  '52 

of  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  on  Oct.  5 

Joseph  Maye  '53 

of  Mount  Airy  on  Dec.  2 

Charles  MacMurphy  '54 

of  Mooresville  on  Sept.  26 


Alumni  online  community  launched 

Share  photos,  hlog,  submit  class  notes 

Lenoir-Rhyne  has  launched  a  new  alumni  Web  site  that  allows  you  to  share  information  with  your  classmates 
and  get  the  latest  L-R  information.  You  can  add  your  class  notes,  create  blogs  and  upload  photos  to  keep  in 
touch  with  your  friends  from  L-R.  You  can  even  link  your  personal  page  to  your  Facebook  page! 

The  site  is  located  at  http://www.alumni.lr.edu.  It  was  launched  on  Jan.  2  and  created  by  iModules, 
which  builds  hosted,  web-based  solutions.  IModules  has  nearly  600  clients  who  engage  more  than  15  million 
members  in  more  than  5,000  hosted  communities. 

The  project  to  create  a  new  Web  site  for  Lenoir-Rhyne  alumni  began  in  the  fall  of  2007.  Many  hours  were  put 
into  deciding  what  alumni  need  to  stay  informed  about  the  university's  activities,  chapter  events  and  specific 
information  surrounding  such  annual  events  as  Alumni  Weekend,  Family  Weekend  and  Homecoming. 

The  new  alumni  Web  site  offers  not  only  a  cleaner,  sharper  look,  but  also  a  way  that  alumni  can  create 
their  own  communities  online.  Upon  administration  approval,  photographs  can  be  uploaded  and  class  notes 
can  be  entered.  The  person  submitting  the  information  determines  whether  it  will  be  public  or  private. 

A  unique  Constituent  ID  number  is  required  to  log  in  for  the  first  time.  This  number  helps  maintain  privacy 
and  protects  your  online  identity.  Alumni  and  friends  can  obtain  their  number  by  email,  regular  mail,  or  by 
calling  the  Office  of  Alumni  Relations  at  828-328-7080.  However,  if  you  have  an  updated  e-mail  account  on 
file  through  the  Office  of  Alumni  Relations,  please  check  to  see  if  your  ID  number  has  been  sent  to  you.  You 
will  only  need  this  unique  ID  number  to  log  in  the  first  time. 

This  Web  site  is  well  on  its  way,  but  it  can  only  be  as  successful  as  alumni  and  friends  make  it!  Log  in 
today! 
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Jean  Moser  Robinson  '54 

of  Newton  on  Oct.  19 

Dwayne  Walls  '54 

of  Charleston,  S.C.,  on  Sept.  18 

Harold  Drum  '55 

of  Conover  on  Dec.  9 

Robert  Edsell  '55 

of  Mooresville  on  Nov.  5 

Charles  Annas  '56 

of  Hickory  on  Sept.  13 

Gerald  Hendrix  '56 

of  Fayetteville  on  Sept.  14 

Dorothy  Leatherwood  Moore  '57 

of  Granite  Falls  on  Aug.  3 

Jane  Bost  Shaffer  '57 

of  Orlando,  Fla.,  on  Nov.  2 

James  Webb  '57 

of  Conover  on  Aug.  27 

Martha  Mabe  Cole  '58 

of  Connelly  Springs  on  Oct.  27 

Mabel  Rhyne  '58 

of  Salisbury  on  June  26 

Thomas  Baker  '59 

of  Kings  Mountain  on  Sept.  6 

John  Caldwell  '59 

of  Charlotte  on  Sept.  28 

Thomas  Moser  '59 

of  Conover  on  Sept.  8 

Patricia  James  Hester  '60 

of  Claremont  on  July  8 

George  Hart  '63 

of  Huntersville  on  Aug.l  7 

Delores  Brookshire  Wyatt  '63 

of  Hays  on  Dec.  1 7 

Eloise  Noah  Eckard  '64 

of  Newton  on  Sept.  8 

Martha  Frazier  '64 

of  Boone  on  Oct.  19 

Ralph  Drum  '65 

of  Conover  on  July  26 

Larry  Waitman  '65 

of  Winston  Salem  on  Nov.  21 

Douglas  Estes  '67 

of  Conover  on  Feb.  25 

Eric  Vivian  '67 

of  Gatineau,  Quebec,  on  Oct.  22 

Profile 


New  book  honors 

Coach  Hanley  Painter  'go 


A  new  book  by  Dr.  Lorene  Painter  '53  honors  her  late 
husband,  Coach  Hanley  Painter  '50.  It  is  entitled  "A  Portrait 
of  Himself."  She  said  she  wanted  others  to  be  aware  of 
his  interesting  life,  his  leadership  in  regional  and  national 
athletics,  and  his  frequent  humanitarian  behavior. 

Hanley  Painter  coached  five  sports  at  L-R  between  1956 
and  1975,  including  some  of  the  most  successful  football 
teams  in  L-R  history.  He  was  professor  of  health  and  physical 
education,  and  served  as  athletic  director  and  director  of 
development  for  the  Piedmont  Educational  Foundation  for 
several  years. 

Lorene,  an  L-R  education  professor  from  1959  to  1999, 
began  the  project  several  years  after  his  death  in  2001. 
She  wrote  about  200  letters  to  his  former  players  asking 
for  their  memories  and  stories.  She  also  asked  what  they 
wanted  to  know  about  their  former  coach. 

She  took  quotations  from  the  letters  and  included  them 
in  the  book.  She  drew  on  her  own  memories  as  well  as 
news  articles  she  had  kept  throughout  the  years.  His  former 
players  did  indeed  know  Hanley  Painter  as  someone  who 
cared  for  them,  and  continued  to  care  long  after  they  had 
graduated. 

Painter  was  of  Cherokee  descent,  with  the  family  name 
"Panther"  later  becoming  "Painter."  Hanley  dropped  out 
of  high  school  in  Swain  County  to  become  a  Marine  during 
World  War  II.  He  participated  in  the  invasions  of  Saipan. 
Tinian  and  Iwo  Jima.  He  was  awarded  two  Purple  Hearts 
and  remained  a  disabled  veteran. 

After  the  war,  he  enrolled  at  L-R,  serving  as  captain  of 
the  football  team  and  president  of  his  senior  class.  After 
four  years  of  coaching  in  Taylorsville,  he  returned  to  his 
alma  mater  as  end  coach  in  1954.  The  next  year,  he  was 
promoted  to  top  assistant  to  Coach  Clarence  Stasavich. 
In  1960,  the  team  won  the  NAIA  national  title.  Two  years 

Continued  on  page  26 


Margaret  Walker  '68 

of  Atlanta.  Ga..  on  Nov.  30 

William  Simmons  '69 

of  Granite  Falls  on  Sept.  16 

Isabelle  Hoffman  Smith  '72 

of  Bakersville  on  Dec.  4 

Martha  Tudor  Simmons  '73 

of  Marion  on  Sept.  18 

Beth  Jane  Deter  '75 

of  Durham  on  May  10 

Judith  Abernethy  Punch  '81 

of  Vale  on  Aug.  30 

Kerry  Sullivan  '83 

of  Windsor  on  Dec.  7 

Brian  Bryson  '88 

of  Sylva  on  Nov.  23 

Priscilla  Shumate  Bauguss  '92 

of  Millers  Creek  June  28 

Marjorie  Propst  '97 

of  Hickory  on  Nov.  5 

1938 

Stella  Morgan  Isenberg  exhibited 
29  paintings  from  her  collection 
at  the  Creators  Gallery  at  John 
Calvin  Presbyterian  Church. 
Isenberg  still  lives  in  the  Wiley 
Avenue  home  that  she  and  her 
late  husband  Harold  moved  to 
in  1949. 

1950 

W.  Stine  Isenhower  was  presented 
the  Catawba  County  Spirit  Award 
by  the  Catawba  County  Board 
of  Commissioners,  its  highest 
honor  for  service. 

1956 

Bishop  Gerald  Troutman  was  the 

Baccalaureate  speaker  for  the 
Lenoir-Rhyne  Class  of  2008.  He 
also  continues  fund  raising  for 
seminary  students  through  the 
program  "Fund  for  Leaders." 

1961 

Dr.  Rus  McCarter  is  the  author  of 
two  books:  "Be  the  Leader  People 
Love  to  Follow."  and  "Sharing 
Workplace  Success."  which  deal 
with  workplace  personalities  and 
communities. 

1963 

Richard  Kemp  was  inducted  into 
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the  Guilford  County  Sports  Hall 
of  Fame  on  June  26. 

1964 

Donald  Gurley  was  awarded  the 
Sons  of  the  American  Revolution 
Liberty  Medal  at  the  California 
State  Annual  Meeting  in  April 
2008  for  being  a  first  line  sponsor 
for  10  or  more  new  members. 

Barbara  Wehunt  Davis  was  elected 
to  the  board  of  directors  of  North 
Carolina  Association  of  Mutual 
Insurance  Companies. 

1965 

Dr.  L.  Joel  "Jody"  Brown  is  teaching 
at  Wuyi  University,  Jiangmin,  China 
from  February  2008  through 
July  2009  in  a  faculty  exchange 
program. 

1969 

Marsha  Keller  Hay  retired  in  June 
from  Buncombe  County  Schools 
after  teaching  throughout  the 
Southeast  for  36  years. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  Kadel  is  pastor 
of  Christ  Lutheran  Church, 
Harleysville,  Pa.  He  and  his  wife, 
Lois,  have  three  children. 

Kathy  Ferguson  McKenzie  recently 
retired  from  Citizens  Financial 
Group,  Inc.,  located  in  Providence, 
R.I.,  as  group  executive  vice 
president  and  chief  human 
resources  officer. 


Continued  from  page  25 

later,  Stasavich  left  L-R  and  Painter  was  promoted  to  head 
coach.  Many  other  victories  followed.  L-R  won  league  football 
titles  12  times  in  14  years. 

Painter  held  several  positions  in  the  NAIA,  serving  as 
president  of  the  Football  Coaches  and  Athletic  Directors 
divisions.  He  was  inducted  into  four  sports  halls  of  fame: 
Swain  County,  L-R,  Catawba  County  and  the  National 
Association  of  Intercollegiate  Athletics.  Lorene  and  Hanley 
Painter  have  two  children,  Janet  '85  and  Charles  '81.  Janet 
is  currently  an  education  professor  at  L-R,  and  Charles  is 
retired  from  a  career  with  the  CIA. 

In  1996,  Hanley's  former  players  established  the 
Hanley  Painter  Endowed  Scholarship  Fund,  which  provides 
football  scholarships.  The  annual  PEF  Bear  Memorial  Golf 
Tournament  at  Homecoming  and  the  football  facility  in  the 
McCrorie  Center  are  named  in  his  honor. 

Now,  thanks  to  Lorene  Painter's  book,  alumni  can  learn 
more  about  Coach  Painter's  life  and  career.  A  second  edition 
of  the  book  will  be  available  in  May.  It  may  be  purchased 
from  the  PEF  Business  Office  or  the  L-R  Bookstore  for  $27 
each  plus  shipping.  For  more  information,  contact  Cindy 
Moser  at  the  PEF  at  828-328-7130  (e-mail  moserc@lr.edu), 
or  the  L-R  Bookstore  at  828-328-7142. 


Ben  Bundy,  past  president  of  the 
Iredell  County  Home  Builders 
Association  and  partner  in  Bear 
Builders  LLC,  received  a  "Star 
Award"  from  the  North  Carolina 
State  Homebuilders  Association 
for  best  single-family  detached 
home  ($500,000  to  $1,000,000) 
for  2008  at  the  annual  awards 
banquet  held  in  Charlotte. 

After  34  years,  Randall  Moose 

retired  from  the  Catawba  County 


Tax  Office  effective  Jan.  1. 

Susan  Corbett  Pons  has  lived 
in  Franklin  for  28  years  and 
with  her  husband,  Larry,  has 
directed  the  Christian  Training 
Center  International,  a  ministry 
to  families  and  young  people. 
Pons  serves  on  the  board  of 
directors  for  the  North  Carolina 
Federation  of  Republican  Women 
where  she  chairs  the  American 
Exceptionalism  Committee.  She  is 


currently  writing  a  book  entitled, 
"An  Unexpected  Life,"  telling  of 
her  childhood  and  growing  up 
years  in  America. 

1972 

Sandra  Cline  has  taken  the 
position  of  associate  director 
of  development  and  alumni 
relations  with  Lutheran  Theological 
Southern  Seminary. 

Barbara  Withers  Morris  retired 
after  teaching  for  33  years  in 
the  Winston-Salem/Forsyth 
County  Schools.  She  taught  at 
Walkertown  Elementary  for  the 
past  26  years. 

David  Nichols  has  joined  Hunter 
Construction  Co.  LLC  as  project 
manager. 

Richard  Self's  daughter,  Elizabeth, 
married  Blair  Biser,  a  law  student 
from  Wake  Forest  and  NCCU, 
in  March  2008.  Elizabeth  is  a 
political  science  graduate  from 
UNC-Chapel  Hill. 

1973 

Jeanne  Swink  Simpson  is  currently 
serving  as  the  moderator  of 
Presbyterian  Women  of  the  Synod 
of  the  South  Atlantic  and  is  also 
serving  on  the  Tri-Presbytery 
Campus  Ministry  Commission 
representing  Greater  Atlanta 
Presbytery. 

1975 

John  Barr  was  recognized  as  a 
—     —     —     —     —     _! 
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Lizzie  Rappaport,  granddaughter  of 
Ben  Bundy  'yo,  wears  her  L-R  tee- 
shirt.  Her  parents  are  Jon  and  Mary- 
Beth  Rappaport.  Photo  submitted  by 
Ben  Bundy  'yo. 
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National  Leader  with  the  launch 
of  a  new  FDA  product  for  lipid 
abnormalities.  He  has  been  a 
pharmaceutical  sales  manager 
for  12  years  and  currently  works 
for  Abbott  Laboratories  in  Dallas, 
Texas. 

D.  YolOnda  Shimpock,  owner 
of  Celestial  Glassworks  Inc. 
of  Concord,  was  awarded  the 
commission  for  stained  glass 
restoration  by  Central  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Concord. 
The  original  sanctuary  stained 
glass  windows,  dating  back  to 
1902,  were  incorporated  into  the 
church's  new  construction. 

1976 

Alfred  Current  and  Diane  Capanna 
Current  have  welcomed  their  third 
grandchild.  Anna  Cate  Hook  was 
born  Nov.  24.  Alfred  was  recently 
elected  to  the  Gaston  County 
Board  of  Education,  Gastonia 
Township,  for  a  four-year  term. 

Rhonda  Eckard  Guy  recently 
retired  from  her  picture  framing 
business  that  she  owned  for 
23  years  in  Salisbury,  N.C.  She 
and  her  husband,  John,  along 
with  their  two  daughters,  live  in 
High  Point. 

Bonnie  Patterson  Hord  has  retired 
from  the  Rowan-Salisbury  School 
System  after  32  years  of  service. 
She  received  her  National  Board 
Teacher  Certification  in  2004. 

1977 

Robert  Mclver  is  the  2008-2009 
chairman  of  the  Independent 
Insurance  Agents  of  North 
Carolina  Education  Committee  and 
Certified  Insurance  Counselor's 
Advisory  Council. 

1978 

Dan  Essenberg,  former  Brevard 
High  head  football  coach,  was 
hired  as  an  assistant  coach  at 
East  Henderson  under  his  former 
player,  Brett  Chappell. 

1979 

Dr.  Miriam  Adderholdt  was  featured 
on  the  front  page  of  the  "Davidson 
Reporter"  for  November  2008. 
The  article  included  information 
about  her  award-winning  book, 
"Perfectionism:  What's  Bad 
About  Being  Too  Good?" 

Joanna  Konopko  Nifong  was 

elected  executive  vice  president 


of  Wachovia  Corp.  in  May  2008. 
She  currently  serves  as  the  chief 
operating  officer  for  GBG  Risk 
Management. 

William  Harold  Roach  Jr.  was 

named  principal  of  Bryan  County 
High  School  on  July  1,  2006. 

1981 

Lynne  Randall  Lewis  began  working 
as  an  academically/intellectually 
gifted  consultant  for  the  2008- 
2009  school  year  at  Cape  Fear 
High  School  in  Fayetteville,  N.C. 
She  ends  a  27-year  career  as  a 
mathematics  teacher. 

1982 

Ruth  Albert  took  a  position  at 
AMETEK  Solidstate  Controls  in 
November  2007.  She  previously 
worked  for  Augsburg  Fortress 
Publishers  for  18  1/2  years. 

1983 

Lyndon  Hall  was  recently  named 
national  network  overseer  for 
Touch  The  Fire  Ministries  Network 
of  Churches  and  Ministries. 

Debra  Staecker  Mollohan  earned 
certification  from  the  American 
College  of  Medical  Practice 
Executives  and  is  working  towards 
Fellow  status. 

1984 

Kimberly  Chapman  Cobb  received 
the  C.A.R.E.S.  Award  at  FirstHealth 
Moore  Regional  Hospital  for 
excellence  in  direct  patient  care. 
The  award  recognizes  a  nurse 
who  exemplifies  the  C.A.R.E.S. 
(collaboration,  advocacy,  research, 
education  and  safety)  model  in 
daily  nursing. 

1985 

Christina  "Tina"  Carlton  Dickhoff 


Kate  Addison  Reid  enjoys  her 

L-R  Bears  bib. 

She  is  the  daughter  of  Jennifer 
DiRaimondo  '99  and  Wesley 
'94  Reid. 


was  promoted  to  associate 
executive  director  of  The  Stratford 
at  Flatirons  in  Broomfield,  Colo. 
The  new  independent/assisted 
living  community  will  open  in 
May. 

Joe  Smith  recently  completed 
his  Ed.D.  in  exercise  and  sport 
science  from  UNC-Greensboro 
and  is  in  his  19th  year  as  an 
L-R  employee. 

1986 

Richard  Eller,  a  history  instructor 
at  Catawba  Valley  Community 
College,  recently  published 
his  second  book,  "Piedmont 
Airlines:  A  Complete  History, 
1948-1989." 

Kelly  Fletcher  graduated  from 
Nova  Southeastern  University  in 
Fort  Lauderdale,  Fla.,  on  Sept. 
30  with  a  master  of  science 
degree. 

Baby  Bears 

To  Tracy  and  Michael  Wheless  of 

Asheboro  twins,  Russell  Charles 
and  Haley  Elizabeth,  on  Sept. 
21,  2007. 

1987 

Married 

Dwayne  Whitmore  to  Laurie  Helms 
on  April  6,  2008,  in  Miami,  Fla., 
on  the  Carnival  Valor.  Dwayne  is 
a  Systems  Engineer  at  Carolinas 
HealthCare  System  and  Laurie 
is  a  manager  for  Microsoft  in 
Charlotte.  The  couple  resides  in 
Charlotte  with  Laurie's  daughter. 
Taylor  Hollern. 

Baby  Bears 

Curtis  and  Stephanie  Talbot 

Fuhrmannek  have  adopted  Sarah 
Rose.  She  joins  big  sisters  Rachel. 
Anna  and  Emily. 


1989 

Married 

Andrew  Reese  and  John 
Klapoetke  on  July  19,  2008.  The 
family  resides  in  San  Diego,  Calif., 
where  Andrew  is  an  intellectual 
property  assistant  with  Knobbe 
Martens  Olson  &  Bear  LLP. 

1990 

Frank  Pait  has  been  hired  at 
Catawba  Valley  Community 
College  as  head  baseball  coach 
and  counselor-recruiter  in  student 
services.  He  will  head  up  the 
college's  first  baseball  team. 

1991 

Brent  Stewart  received  a  master's 
degree  in  computer  science/ 
information  security  from  James 
Madison  University  in  May  2008. 
He  recently  published  his  seventh 
book  on  the  subject  of  computer 
networking. 

1992 

To  Melissa  and  Douglas  Barnhart 
a  daughter,  Mallory  Jane,  on 
April  2,  2008.  She  joins  sister 
Logan,  age  8.  The  family  resides 
in  Louisville,  Ky. 

Dr.  Mark  Smith,  associate 

professor  and  neuroscientist 
at  Davidson  College,  and  his 
students  demonstrated  that 
the  benefits  of  regular  exercise 
include  a  lowered  tendency  to 
become  addicted  to  illegal  drugs. 
The  online  version  of  the  journal 
Drug  and  Alcohol  Dependence 
published  the  results  of  the 
study. 

1993 

Cameron  Aydlett-Cochran  recently 

achieved  the  professional 
designation  of  certified  financial 
planner  practitioner  through  the 
College  of  Financial  Planning. 
She  has  been  employed  as  a 
paraplannerwith  Triad  Financial 
Advisors  Inc.  in  Greensboro  since 
2001. 

Henry  "Hank"  D.  Weede  was 

promoted  to  lieutenant  colonel 
in  the  United  States  Marine 
Corps. 

Baby  Bears 

To  Michael  and  Jean  McCaskill 
Johnson  of  Greensboro  a  son. 
James  Michael,  on  July  11. 
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2008.  Michael  is  a  real  estate 
investor  and  stay-at-home  dad. 
Jean  telecommutes  as  director 
of  analysis  for  HealthHelp. 

Dr.  Lisa  Nanette  Mitchell 

completed  a  Ph.D.  in  curriculum 
and  instruction  at  UNC-Greensboro 
and  moved  to  the  North  Carolina 
mountains,  where  she  is  teaching 
and  supervising  student  teachers 
in  the  art  department  at 
Appalachian  State  University. 

Jeff  Smith  moved  to  Tampa,  Ha., 
and  is  a  plumbing  and  industrial 
piping  contract  manager  for 
the  national  firm  of  Enterprise 
Electrical  and  Mechanical. 

1994 

Julia  Crohn  Allen  took  the  position 
of  vice  president  for  advancement 
at  Discovery  Place  in  Charlotte  in 
July  2008.  She,  husband  Tim  '91, 
and  son,  Stephen,  plan  to  relocate 
to  the  Charlotte  area  by  the  start 
of  next  school  year.  Tim  works 
in  sales  for  Hanes  Industries 
in  Conover. 

Jennifer  Sumpter  Mace  became 
budget  manager  for  Catawba 


County  on  Jan.  1. 


To  Ryan  and  Kimberly  Jones  Hoke 

a  daughter,  Corbin  Ryan,  on 
Feb.  5,  2008.  She  joins  sister 
Haily,  7. 

To  Jennifer  DiRaimondo  Reid  '99 
and  Wesley  Reid  a  daughter,  Kate 
Addison,  on  May  20,  2008.  She 
joins  sister  Lauren.  The  family 
resides  in  Hickory. 

1995 

Aaron  Ames  was  promoted  to 
director  of  athletic  media  relations 
for  Texas  A&M  University  in  Corpus 
Christi,  Texas. 

To  Christopher  and  Tonya  Kepley 
Cozort  a  daughter,  Kristyn  Jane, 
on  March  14,  2008.  She  joins 
sister  Katelyn  Leigh,  3. 

1996 

The  Rev.  Todd  Cutter  and  Sara 
Cutter  relocated  to  Liberty 
Township,  Ohio.  Todd  was  called 
by  Trinity  Lutheran  Church  in 


Mount  Healthy,  Ohio.  Sara 
was  ordained  and  installed  as 
associate  pastor  at  Epiphany 
Lutheran  Church  in  Centreville, 
Ohio. 

Stefanie  Fortuna  graduated  from 
Appalachian  State  University  in 
May  with  a  master's  degree  in 
public  administration. 


Denise  Fellers  and  Eric  Hudson 
on  Jan.  12,  2008.  Denise  is  the 
community  outreach  director  for 
Rice  Home,  a  ministry  of  Lutheran 
Homes  of  South  Carolina.  Eric 
is  an  inventory  specialist  for  FN 
Manufacturing  LLC.  The  couple 
resides  in  Columbia,  S.C. 

Baby  Beats 

To  David  and  Teresa  "Treesie" 
Riley  Cape  of  Morganton  a 
daughter,  Anna  Kristen,  on  June 
18,  2008.  She  joins  sister  Lynzie 
Madison,  3. 

To  Clinton  and  Katie  Beam  Crocker 

a  son,  Clinton  James  "C.J.",  on 
June  27,  2008.  The  family  resides 
in  Lincolnton,  N.C. 

To  Sara  Claveau  Gerhold  and  David 


Gerhold  '97  a  daughter,  Keira 
Chase,  on  Oct.  15,  2008.  Keira 
joins  sisters  Lauren  and  Halle. 
The  family  resides  in  Canton, 
Conn. 

1997 

Caroline  "Carrie"  M.  Kobek 
Pezzarossi  recently  completed 
requirements  for  her  doctorate 
degree  in  clinical  psychology  from 
Gallaudet  University.  She  works 
as  the  ADA  compliance  specialist 
for  health,  mental  health,  and 
Olmstead  with  the  District  of 
Columbia  Office  of  Disability 
Rights  in  Washington,  D.C. 

Kimberly  Thomas  has  been 
selected  to  become  an  English 
Language  Fellow  at  Georgetown 
University.  This  program  is  funded 
by  the  U.S.  State  Department 
and  administered  through  the 
Center  for  Intercultural  Education 
and  Development  at  Georgetown 
University.  The  funded  project  for 
which  she  will  be  an  EL  Fellow 
is  in  Malawi.  She  will  work  at 
Mzuzu  University  in  Malawi  as 
an  instructor  and  teacher  trainer 
focusing  on  English  for  writing 


JL-jR  alumna  invented  Chrismons 


Many  Christmas  trees  today  are 
decorated  with  the  lovely,  hand-made 
Christian  symbols  known  as  Chrismons. 
But  few  people  know  that  the  woman 
who  invented  this  tradition  attended 
Lenoir-Rhyne. 

The  Chrismon  tradition  was  invented 
by  Frances  Kipps  Spencer,  who  died 
in  1990.  She  only  attended  Lenoir- 
Rhyne  one  year  (1938),  and  graduated 
from  Averett  University  in  Danville,  Va. 
However,  she  was  recognized  with  the 
Lenoir-Rhyne  Distinguished  Alumna 
award  in  1982,  the  25th  anniversary  of 
her  creation  of  the  first  Chrismons. 

The  tradition  began  in  1957  when 
Spencer,  a  daughter  of  missionary 
parents,  began  thinking  of  a  way  to 
decorate  the  Christmas  tree  in  her 
church.  She  felt  the  usual  brightly 
colored  Christmas  ornaments  were  not 
appropriate  for  a  worship  setting. 

She  tried  to  imagine  herself  in  the 
shoes  of  Mary,  the  mother  of  Jesus. 
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"How  would  Mary  celebrate  Jesus' 
birthday?"  she  asked  herself,  according 
to  a  program  from  the  1982  Alumni 
Awards.  She  decided  to  view  the  tree 
as  a  birthday  cake  and  to  place  on  the 
tree  the  names  "Jesus"  and  "Christ." 
Instead  of  spelling  out  the  words,  she 
used  Greek  monograms.  The  word 
"Chrismons"  is  a  combination  of  the 
words  "Christ"  and  "Monogram."  She 
developed  more  Chrismon  designs, 
drawing  upon  early  Christian  symbols. 
The  idea  spread  quickly,  with  churches 
of  all  denominations  adopting  the 
tradition. 

Last  December,  the  Chrismon 
tradition  was  celebrated  with  articles  in 
The  Little  Lutheran,  an  ELCA  magazine 
for  young  children;  and  in  Our  State 
magazine.  The  Little  Lutheran  pointed 
out  that  a  Lutheran  had  invented  the 
tradition.  (Spencer's  home  church  was 
Ascension  Lutheran  in  Danville,  Va.) 
Our  State  focused  on  Rufty's  Chrismon 
Shop,  a  Salisbury,  N.C,  store  that 


agreed  to  be  the  official  supplier  of 
Chrismon  supplies  in  the  early  days 
of  the  tradition. 

By  the  25th  anniversary  of  the 
invention  of  Chrismons,  the  tradition 
had  spread  to  many  countries.  Spencer 
published  the  book  "Chrismons,  The 
First  25  Years,"  telling  the  story  of  this 
tradition.  She  donated  a  copy  to  the 
Rudisill  Library,  where  it  still  may  be 
found. 


Frances  Kipps  Spencer  '38  receives  the  1982 

L-R  Distinguished  Alumna  Award  from  the 

Rev.  John  W.  Cobb  '36,  who  nominated  her. 
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About  Class  Notes 

Class  Notes  provides  an  opportunity  for  alumni  to  keep  the  university  community  informed  about 
important  events  in  their  lives.  Because  space  is  always  at  a  premium,  we  unfortunately  cannot 
guarantee  that  your  item  will  appear,  or  that  it  will  appear  as  written.  We  reserve  the  right  to  edit  your 
news  for  reasons  of  space  or  appropriateness.  If  your  item  does  not  appear  within  two  issues  after  you 
submit  it,  please  contact  Diane  Arbour  at  828-328-7171  or  diane.arbour@lr.edu  to  make  sure  it  has 
been  received. 

You  may  now  submit  your  Class  Notes  through  the  new  L-R  online  community.  Just  go  to  http://www. 
alumni.lr.edu  and  follow  the  directions  there.  You  will  need  to  obtain  a  unique  Constituent  ID  number 
to  log  in  for  the  first  time.  To  obtain  this  number,  call  828-328-7171  or  e-mail  diane.arbour@lr.edu.  You 
may  also  submit  your  Class  Notes  by  mail  using  the  form  in  this  magazine. 


and  speaking. 

Sarah  Haueter  and  Joe  Ratasky 
on  April  4,  2008.  They  are  both 
teachers  in  Hillsborough  County, 
Fla. 

Baby  Beats 

To  Pat  and  Patti  Muzik  Heilmann 

a  daughter,  Abigail  Ann,  on  March 
6,  2008.  Abbi  joins  brothers 
Aiden,  5,  and  Zac,  3.  The  family 
resides  in  Jacksonville,  Fla. 

To  Matt  and  Angie  Paravis  Marcus 

of  Kennesaw,  Ga.,  a  daughter, 
Cooper  Wallace,  on  July  9,  2007. 
She  joined  brother  Cullen. 

To  Michael  Powers  and  Jennifer 
Grambow  Powers  '96  a  son,  Noah 
Michael,  on  January  17,  2007. 
He  joined  twin  sisters  Heidi  and 
Cassie,  8.  The  Powerses  live  in 
Seminole,  Fla. 

1998 

Babv  Bears 

To  Bruce  and  Fran  Mappus  Cross 

a  daughter,  Anna  Marie,  on  June 
20.  She  joins  big  sister  Lauren, 
age  3. 

To  Mathew  and  Caroline  Munz 

Russell  a  daughter,  Abigail  Grace, 
on  Sept.  21,  2008.  She  joins 
sister  Anna. 

To  Dustin  and  Suzanne  "Sukie" 

Rushing  a  son,  Raymond  Richard, 
on  Dec.  23,  2006.  Dustin  works 
for  Accent  Imaging  as  a  Hickory 
branch  manager. 

To  Chris  '97  and  Kristen  Pettis 
Sheets  a  son,  Liam  Samuel,  on 
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June  11,  2008. 

To  Dagmar  and  Matthew  Yoder, 

their  first  child,  a  daughter, 
Claudia,  on  June  18,  2008.  They 
live  in  the  Slovak  Republic. 

1999 

Ashley  Deaton  is  the  creator  and 
co-owner  of  One  Step  at  a  Time 
Therapy  Services,  a  pediatric 
rehabilitation  company.  The 
company  specializes  in  early 
intervention  for  children  with 
developmental  delays  and 
disabilities. 

Freddy  Robinson  placed  in  the 
top  four  of  26  finalists,  out  of 
more  than  6,000  submissions 
at  the  Cinema  City  International 
Film  Festival  and  won  the  2008 
Official  Selection  Excellence  in 
Screenwriting  Award  for  "From  My 
Eyes:  The  Ron  Eddings  Story." 
The  festival  is  ranked  in  the  top 
25  by  Movie  Magazine. 

Married 

Jennifer  Watkins  and  Earl  Bates 
on  July  4,  2008. 

Baby  Bears 

To  Joseph  "Joe"  and  Leisa  Bononi 

Covelli  a  daughter,  Chaley  Marie, 
on  June  19,  2008.  She  joins  her 
brothers  Mason,  6,  and  Tyler, 
3.  The  family  lives  in  Maitland, 
Fla. 

To  Nathan  and  Joanna  Colley 

Gragg  a  son,  David  Thomas,  on 
July  22,  2008.  He  joins  siblings 
Jonathan  Lewis,  6,  and  James 
Martin,  4.  The  family  resides  in 
Norfolk,  Va. 


To  David  and  Sally  Spady  Graham 

a  boy,  Zachary  David,  on  June 
20,  2008.  He  joins  big  sister, 
Madison,  age  2. 

To  Tim  and  Jennifer  Pitea  Morris 

a  daughter,  Alyssa  Marie,  on  Jan. 
19,  2008. 

To  Luke  and  Jami  Oleskewicz 
Waszczeniuk  of  Clemmons  a 
daughter,  Deklyn  Mae,  on  August 
11,  2008.  Jami  works  in  accounts 
payable  for  Davie  County  Schools 
and  Luke  is  a  police  officer. 

2000 

Cheryl  Lowe  Haught  is  currently 
a  third  grade  teacher  at  Mills 
Lawn  Elementary  School  in  Ohio. 
Haught  and  her  husband,  Rick, 
son  Cameron,  9,  and  daughter 
Carson,  6,  moved  to  Columbus, 
Ohio,  in  August  2006. 

Baby  Bears 

To  Jim  and  Airen  Murray  Blaine 

a  daughter,  Avery  "Maloy."  on 
Nov.  20,  2008.  The  family  lives 
in  Raleigh.  N.C. 

To  Kenn  '99  and  Krystal  Ramsey 

Phillips  a  son,  Oscar  Henley, 
on  Sept.  8,  2008.  This  is  the 
couple's  first  child.  The  family 
resides  in  Hickory. 

2001 

Trent  Cherry  is  currently  pit  crew 
coach  for  NASCAR  driver  Ryan 
Newman. 

Lora  Coltrane  Snider,  a  third  grade 
teacher  at  Longview  Elementary 
School,  was  recently  named 
Wilmer  Jenkins  Teacher  of  the  Year 
by  the  Hickory  Rotary  Club. 


Married 

Leigh  Michelle  Bryant  and  Adam 
Bryant  on  April  26.  2008. 

Amanda  Burke  and  Andrew  Crouse 
on  May  31,  2008.  Andrew  is  a 
senior  consultant  in  orthopedic 
sales. 

Robin  Settlemyre  and  Mitchell 

Creson  on  Feb.  9,  2008.  Robin 
finished  her  master's  in  nursing  in 
2007  and  is  the  nurse  educator  at 
the  McDowell  Hospital  in  Marion. 
N.C.  Mitchell  is  the  owner  of  Cove 
Landscaping  and  Design. 

Baby  Bears 

To  Heather  Shealy  Baldonado 
and  Alfredo  "Lee"  Baldonado.  a 

daughter,  Delaney  Eliza,  on  March 
27.  2008.  The  family  resides  in 
Charleston,  S.C. 

To  Rebecca  and  Nathan  Hooks  a 
son.  Nathan  Gabriel,  on  March 
7,  2008.  The  family  resides  in 
Burlington.  N.C. 

To  John  00  and  Wendy  Mease 

Setzer  a  daughter.  Lyla  Robinson, 
on  Aug.  24.  2008.  She  joins 
sister  Riley  Elizabeth.  3. 

To  David  and  Jennifer  "Jenni" 
Forbes  Townsend  of  Plumtree 
a  son.  Cobe  David,  on  May  17. 
2007. 

2002 

Baby  Bears 

To  Timothy  "Tim"  Baird  and  Tiffany 
Menze  '03  Baird  a  son.  Asher 
David,  on  Aug.  4.  2008. 

To  John  and  Kristin  Neely  Bradley 

their  first  son.  Avdan  John,  on 
Feb.  26.  2008.  The  family  lives 
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in  Gastonia,  N.C. 

To  Sarah  and  Terry  Donaher  a 

son,  Terry  "Tripp"  Mark  Donaher 
III,  on  Sept.  6.  The  Donahers  live 
in  Royersford,  Pa. 

To  Artie  and  Kelley  Guffey 

Fordyce  of  Land  0  Lakes,  Fla., 
a  son,  Kellan  Charles,  on  June 
6,  2008. 

To  Joel  and  Kristin  Knight 

Vandeford  a  daughther,  Kianna 
Kathryn  on  Sept.  25,  2008.  She 
joins  brother  Caleb.  The  family 
resides  in  Greenville,  N.C. 

2003 

Jade  Michelle  Cobb  graduated  with 
honors  in  May  2008  from  North 
Carolina  Central  University  School  of 
Law.  She  passed  the  N.C.  Bar  and 
is  employed  with  Ford  &  Harrison 
LLP  in  Spartanburg,  S.C. 

Tarl  Sokolitsky  is  the  assistant 
director  of  executive  education  at 
the  University  of  Central  Florida 
Rosen  College  of  Hospitality 
Management,  as  of  April 
2008. 

Alexis  Harris  to  Russell  Williams 
on  Oct.  11,  2008. 

To  Kenneth  and  Allison  Cherry 

Friedrich  a  son,  Colton  Zachary, 
on  Jan.  10,  2008.  He  joins  sister 
Kennison,  age  2. 

To  Andrew  and  Stephanie  Tilley 

Johnson  of  Denver  a  daughter, 
Emerson  Leigh,  on  Jan. 18,  2008. 
She  joins  sister  Ansley. 

To  Aaron  and  Angela  Sherrill 

Rembert  a  daughter,  Raegan 
Grace,  on  Feb.  11,  2008.  The 
family  resides  in  Mars  Hill, 
N.C. 

To  John  and  Cynthia  Agate 

Sherbert  a  daughter,  Holly 
Elizabeth,  on  Oct. 18,  2008. 
The  Sherberts  live  in  Conover, 
N.C. 

To  Amber  Hanks  Vaughan  and 
William  "Bill"  Vaughan  '02  a 

daughter,  Lexi  Lee,  on  Dec.  27, 
2007.  She  joins  brother  Landon. 
The  family  resides  in  Claremont, 
N.C. 

2004 

Ryan  McCreary,  a  Lenoir-Rhyne 
Alumni  Board  member,  will  attend 
graduate  school  at  UNC-Chapel 
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Hill  to  pursue  a  master's  degree 
in  school  administration. 

Bryan  Penman  is  attending  the 
Lutheran  Theological  Seminary 
in  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Justin  Richards  graduated  from 
Temple  University  School  of 
Medicine  in  May  and  is  an  intern 
in  general  surgery  at  Vanderbilt 
University  Medical  Center. 


James  Bradley  "Brad"  Baldwin  and 

Pamela  Lane  Dover  on  Sept.  6, 
2008.  They  live  in  Thomasville, 
N.C. 

Robert  Goodman  and  Karen 
Matthews  on  July  5,  2008.  They 
reside  in  Charleston,  SC. 


To  Brandon  and  Kala  Campbell 

Sipe  a  son,  Eli  Nathaniel,  on  July 
27,  2007.  The  family  resides  in 
Lincolnton,  N.C. 

2005 


John  Frazier  and  Mandy  Culbreath 

'08  on  May  18,  2008.  John  is 
currently  studying  for  his  master  of 
divinity  at  St.  Vladamir's  Orthodox 
Theological  Seminary. 


To  Michael  and  Victoria  Hudson 
Friedrich,  a  son,  Jack  Alexander, 
on  Oct.  29,  2007. 

To  Mike  and  Jamie  Pendleton 

Noland  of  Simpsonville,  S.C, 
a  son,  Caleb  Michael,  on  Sept. 
30,  2008. 

To  Michael  and  Morgan  Ruddock 

Smith  a  daughter,  Lily  Morgan, 
on  April  24,  2008.  The  family 
resides  in  Kernersville,  N.C. 

2006 

Kristin  Barringer  was  hired  as 
the  new  head  coach  at  Trinity 
Presbyterian  School  over  the 
Wildcats'  varsity  girls'  basketball 
program. 


Parker  Stone  Greene  and  Sean 
Dennis  Kelly  on  June  21,  2008. 
The  couple  resides  in  Columbia, 
S.C. 

Jason  Peters  and  Megan  Lecus 

on  June  7,  2008. 

Elizabeth  Lunsford  and  Matthew 


Kilgore  on  May  12,  2006. 

2007 

Mary  "Maggie"  Womack  began 
veterinary  school  at  N.C.  State 
in  August  2008. 

Ged  Quinn  is  a  player  on  the 
Reading  Rage  Soccer  Team,  which 
won  the  Mid  Atlantic  Division  of 
the  Eastern  Conference. 

Amanda  Robinson  graduated 
with  a  master's  in  accounting 
from  Gardner-Webb  University 
on  Aug.  2,  2008. 


Ashley  C.  Credle  and  David  Roc 
Bolch  on  May  12,  2008.  The 
couple  resides  in  Claremont, 
N.C. 


To  Leah  Burton  of  Newton,  N.C, 


a  son,  Michael  Bowden,  on  May 
13,  2008. 

2008 

Brad  Hardin  is  attending  UNC- 
Greensboro  for  a  second  degree 
in  American  Sign  Language.  He 
plans  to  teach  ASL  and  coach 
high  school  sports. 

Bobby  and  Martha  Ruth  Jordan 

Petree  relocated  to  Newton  where 
Bobby  is  pastor  of  Plateau  United 
Methodist  Church  and  Wesley 
Chapel  United  Methodist  Church. 
Martha  is  a  fourth-grade  teacher 
at  St.  Stephens  Elementary 
School  in  Conover. 

Sten  Wall  moved  to  Roanoke, 
Va.,  this  fall  for  a  year-long  stage 
management  internship  at  the 
Mill  Mountain  Theatre,  one  of  the 
most  respected  regional  theaters 
in  the  United  States.  E3 


Did 


you 


kno 


w? 


•  Major  publications,  including  the  New  York  Times  and 
the  Chicago  Tribune,  carried  an  Associated  Press 
article  about  The  Spirit  of  Black  Mountain  College, 
an  arts  festival  held  at  L-R  during  the  fall 
semester. 

•  An  L-R  biodiversity  class  taught  by  Dr.  Marsha 
Fanning  was  featured  in  The  Lutheran  magazine, 
and  on  "about.com,"  an  online  publication.  Students 
in  the  class  were  treating  Carolina  hemlocks  in 
a  part  of  the  Hickory  Nut  Gorge  of  North  Carolina 
to  protect  them  from  an  imported  insect. 

•  Dr.  Rand  Brandes'  new  book,  "Seamus  Heaney:  A 
Bibliography,  1959-2003,"  was  favorably  reviewed 
by  The  Times  of  London  newspaper.  He  was  also 
chosen  to  contribute  an  essay  to  the  book  "The 
Cambridge  Companion  to  Seamus  Heaney." 

•  Candice  Marie  Marlin,  a  senior  majoring  in 
mathematics  and  secondary  education,  was  one  of 
three  students  in  North  Carolina  to  receive  a 
$2,000  Clariant  Corp.  Prospective  Teacher 
Scholarship  through  the  Independent  College 
Fund  of  North  Carolina. 

Save  trees;  get  e-mails 

L-R  provides  timely  announcements  and  updates  by 
e-mail.  Your  e-mail  is  used  only  for  these  occasional 
messages  and  is  never  sold  to  outside  groups. 
To  receive  these  updates,  contact  diane.arbour@ 
lr.edu.  To  make  sure  our  messages  are  not  rejected 
as  spam,  add  the  following  address  to  your  e-mail 
contacts  list:  suzanne.jackson@lr.edu. 

Spring    2009 


CALENDAR 


FEBRUARY 

14  Alumni  Men's  Basketball 

Shuford  Gymnasium,  1:30  p.m. 

21  Alumni  Women's  Basketball 
Shuford  Gymnasium,  1  p.m. 

22  Concert  Series,  Robert  Schwartz,  piano 

St.  Luke's  United  Methodist  Church,  3  p.m. 

MARCH 

26  Visiting  Writer  in  Residence  Julie  Fay 

Belk  Centrum,  8  p.m. 
Fay  is  a  Fulbright  Scholar  and  professor  of 
English  at  East  Carolina  University.  She  has 
published  several  books  of  poems,  as  well  as 
short  stories  and  works  of  creative  non-fiction. 
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22 


on  Biblical  Interpretation,"  speaker  Dr.  Esther 
Menn  of  Lutheran  School  of  Theology-Chicago, 
Belk  Centrum,  3  p.m. 


Little  Read  author  Bruce  Lansky 

P.E.  Monroe  Auditorium,  1  p.m. 

Lansky  is  a  children's  poet  known  as  The  King  of 

Giggle  Poetry.  He  has  published  several  books  and 

is  the  creator  of  GigglePoetry.com. 


A  Cappella  Choir  Spring  Concert 

John  Ross,  conductor 

First  Baptist  Church,  Hickory,  7:30  p.m. 


•25  L-R  Playmakers  present  "On  the  Verge"  by  Eric 
Overmyer,  a  rollicking  expedition  through  time. 
Belk  Centrum,  7:30  p.m.  $ 


APRIL 

2-23      Dr.  James  Hodges  photography  exhibit 
Visual  Arts  Center  on  campus. 
Opening  reception  4:30  p.m.  April  2. 
Exhibit  open  9:30  a.m.-4  p.m.  M-F. 

3-4        Alumni  Weekend 

Reunions  for  Classes  of  1949, 1959  and  1969  $, 
Alumni  Awards  Ceremony  and  more! 

3  Hein  Fry  Lecture  Series 

"Hearing  the  Word:  Lutheran  Perspectives 


24  Concert  Band  Concert 

P.E.  Monroe  Auditorium,  8  p.m. 


26  Lenoir-Rhyne  Youth  Chorus 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Hickory,  4  p.m. 


$  indicates  there  is  a  charge  for  this  event.  All  other 
events  are  free.  All  events  are  subject  to  change. 

For  the  latest  information  on  L-R  events,  visit  the  L-R  Web  site 
at  www.lr.edu/events. 


Tag!  You're  it! 


Alumni  living  in  North  Carolina  probably  know  they  can  buy  an 
official  Lenoir-Rhyne  vehicle  license  plate.  Many  of  you  responded 
when  we  first  introduced  the  tags  in  2006. 

With  the  name  change  to  Lenoir-Rhyne  University,  you  may  be 
wondering  about  those  tags.  There  will  soon  be  a  new  design 
sporting  the  new  L-R  logo.  You  may  trade  in  your  existing  Lenoir-Rhyne 
College  tag  (or  get  an  L-R  tag  for  the  first  time)  at  any  N.C.  DMV  office 
when  you  receive  your  yearly  vehicle  registration  notice.  You  can  trade 
in  your  tag  early,  but  you  will  be  charged  an  additional  fee. 


This  is  what  the  new  LRU 

vehicle  tags  will  look  like.  The  final  design  may 

vary  slightly  from  this  illustration. 


If  you  currently  have  a  Lenoir-Rhyne  College  tag,  and  you  want  to  keep  the  same  tag  number,  you  must  wait  until 
you  receive  your  renewal  notice.  At  that  time,  you  must  tell  the  DMV  that  you  want  to  keep  the  same  tag  number. 
Otherwise,  you  will  be  assigned  a  new  number. 

The  cost  for  the  L-R  tag  is  $25  per  year  in  addition  to  the  standard  fee  (if  you  buy  your  tag  when  you  receive  your 
renewal  notice).  Fifteen  dollars  is  returned  to  Lenoir-Rhyne,  where  it  is  used  for  scholarships  benefitting  children 
and  grandchildren  of  alumni. 

More  information  is  available  at  www.ncdot.org/dmv.  Just  click  on  "specialized  license  plates."  You  may  also  call 
the  DMV  at  919-861-3575  for  more  information. 
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There  are  many  ways  to  assist  students  at  Lenoir-Rhyne  University.  One  way  which  helps  over  90%  of  our  students 
is  a  gift  to  The  Fund  for  Lenoir-Rhyne,  formerly  the  Annual  Fund. 

Each  year,  over  90%  of  our  students,  such  as  the  students  shown  above,  receive  scholarships  and  other  forms 
of  financial  aid.  A  major  source  of  that  aid  is  your  gift  to  The  Fund  for  Lenoir-Rhyne.  Your  gift  keeps  Lenoir-Rhyne 
affordable  to  students  from  all  economic  backgrounds,  allows  them  to  concentrate  on  their  studies  and  take 
advantage  of  the  many  out-of-classroom  educational  opportunities.  With  your  help,  our  students  receive  a  one- 
of-a-kind  education. 

In  these  challenging  financial  times,  our  students  need  the  help  of  alumni,  parents,  grandparents  and  friends  now 
more  than  ever.  While  Lenoir-Rhyne  and  our  students  are  doing  well,  you  are  the  one  who  makes  the  difference 
and  makes  that  possible.  Please  join  in  helping  others  with  your  gift  to  The  Fund  for  Lenoir-Rhyne. 

Make  a  gift  today  by  going  to  www.lr.edu  and  click  on  "Giving  to  LRU. "  You  may  also  mail  a  check  to  The  Fund 
for  Lenoir-Rhyne,  P.O.  Box  7150,  Hickory,  NC  28603.  Make  your  gift  today;  students  are  counting  on  you.  For 
more  information,  contact  Brendan  Haney,  assistant  director  of  the  Fund  for  Lenoir-Rhyne,  at  828-328-7351 
or  haneyb@lr.edu. 
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